I gnorance,Erroneouſnels nd moſt 
chriſtian and Wicked Spirit of one 


 FOHN BUNY NC 
LAY- -PREACHER IN. | 


EONS 


Which he hath-ſhewed | ina Vile F 
't by him, againſt 


Written for the diſabuſing of thoſe-ps 


poor 

that are followers of him, and ſuch like Teachers, 
prevent their farther deluding of others, and 
with Licentious and deſtructive Principles, 


and to 
poiſoning them 


A manifeit-Diſcover of the Grols 


deluded people 


*, Y 3s 
. 
* - 
« 
$ 
. 
: 
. 
* we 
FY *- 
o 
7 - ” 
Ll 
% 
% 
o _ , 
» 
" 
F 
. 
o 
I 
# 
” - 
g wy» . " 
S - 
- oo 
» 
- LO 
- 
” - 
* 
- 
_ 
. 
EY 
” 
- - 
WEE p 
, 7 
m—_ 
. LIPS 1 _ 5 % " 
4, Rl « Tv . L 
= % . $74 CI Cd p 
. Ce EE 2 / 


, top 
OE OO PET F PE y4 FAT 


: 5. 7 W's 
P RE FACE 


READ: ER 


Reader, | 
Think my ſelſ obliged to make my apology to thee 
for the writing and Publication of theſe Papers 3 
for I know thou wilt be tempted to wonder, how 
atty one but of ordinary diſcretion could perſwade 
himſelf to ſet his wit — ſo lamentable a piece of 
proud folly, and not diſdain to defile his fingers with 
ſo very dirty a Creature as is the perſon Thave to do 
with in the following ſheets : and thou mayſt alſo con- 
clude, that Dam aſhamed to be: ſeen ſo meanly imploy- 
ed by my concealing my name from thee : To deal 
openly and ingenionſly, Tnever undertook buſineſs that 
wert againſt the hair as this: hath done, wor 'can 1 
well more deny my ſelf in any thing than in this Con+ 
deſcention + but the conſideration, that there is ſome+ 
thing of neceſſity in the caſe, hath over-ruled me and 
brought down my Spirit. Not that there is any thing, 
that this John Bunyan hath publiſit- againſt The 
Defign'of Chriſtianity,” #hat av! inte jgent Reader 
can' otherwiſe entertain than with © contempt and 
ſeorn 5 but the intolerable 1nfolence and naughtt- 
nels of the man, togth»» with the weaknels of thoſe 
many pooh Souls ints whoſe good opinion he hath and 
eray, \to-their infinite danger, inſinnate- Safe 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


made it, in my opinion, 4 great piece of Charity to . 


undertake this drudgery. i 

Drudgery 1 call 3t, not in regard of any difficul- 
ty there is in knowing what to reply, ſor there was ne- 
ver in this world an eaſter province 3 but becanſe 'tis 
an exceeding hard task to ſatisfie ones ſelf what not 
to reply : For T profeſf moſt unfeignedly, that T ne- 
wer knew any one ſo expoſe himſelſ, nor give 
his Adverſaries ſo many advantages of diſcovering 
bis ſhameful ignorance, payee. diſhoneſty and 
baſe nature, as he in that book, hath done. And 
therefore I add too, that the mere reading it over 
cannot but be a very great pain to any underſtanding 
«rd good ſpirited perſon. G 

T ſay 'tis the pity I have for deluded people, and 
my great defire to prevent an increaſe of their num- 
ber,. as alſo, -if it be poſſible, to make this poor man 
ſenſible of bis folly and wickedneſs, that haveprevail- 
ed with me to ſet a-part a few dayes for this employ- 


ment. For, though I have I muſt acknowledg, a par- 


ticular kindneſs for Mr. Fowler' and his Book, ( both 
which he hath in: the groſſeſt manner imaginable ca- 
Iumniated and abuſed ) yet my mere concern for the 


one or other ſhould never have occaſioned one line from 


mes it being as impoſſible for ſuch a thing as he to diſ- 


graceeither the writings or Perſon of Mr.F.by all his 


railings, as it is for the like rude creatures to eclipſe 
#he Moon by barking at her, or to make Palaces con- 
temptible by their lifting up their legs againſt them. 
Way, for my part, I ſhould think my ſelſ moſt efjeFu- 
«ly diſparaged, ſhould any body tell me that this man 
Frais d me, and thereupon ſhould ark that Queſtion of 


Socrates 


Cr 4 
.. pe Ree 


Vx: [I _ = « 
IN IT a bz 

COON «5 + 263, 

>a gs, SS SOIEAS e.c 
NS LE HELI CEN; 


£ : 


The Preface to the Reader. 
Socrates #por the like account,what evil havel done? 
Bub.not to detain thee with a larger Preface than is 
neceſſary, the remaining part ſhall conſiſt of but little 
more than two or three regueſis tathe followers of this 
J. B. and of ſuch like Teachers. 

I. Ideſire that thoſe of you that ſhall meet with this 
Pamphlet, would put yourſelves to the very little trou- 
ble of reading itover, and that with as little prejudice 
as well you can.z andthen if you can but give credit to 
your own Eyes, you muſt needs be convinced that this 
perſon ( as able and godly as you may now think him) 
doth ſcarcely excel the moſt.toolilh in any thing but 
prodigiows pride and boldneſs, and:men of the moſt 
wicked Spirits in nothing-but avain-gloriows ſhew & 
form of godlineſs. I would not for.all the world ſo po- 
litively affirm ſuch things of any one, if they were not 
as (elf, enident, as that twice Ten make Twenty,and 
what T have now laid to his tharge, 41>" neceſſari- 
ly. arkttowledge to be as manifeſt to ſenſe, as is. that 
propoſition by that time you have read but one half of 


this Pamphlet. And for this reaſon T alſo deſire you to 


read it quer, namely, becauſe your judgments may be 
thereby greatly reFified. in the do@rine of the Goſpel, 


if you will conſider what you read. 


2-4 _— you that, as you love om" _ 
will not for the future ſuffer your ſelves $p be gul d an 
IvIaOr 3mm. wer Conf lens, Jon are not 
ſo imprudent about the concerns of your ſrail bodies or 
periſhing eſtates, 4s to make uſe of that man for your 
Phyſician or Lawyer, whoſe ignorance and difponeſty 
you have but the tenth part of that proof of, that you 
have here given you of #his Joha Bunyan's : \4nd is 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


it not a miſerable thing, that you ſhould be in nothing 


fo raſh and, nnaccountably fooliſh, as in the matter 


- 


that relate to your eternabwelfare ? 

3.1/ this man ſhall have theface to ſay-any thing by 
way of reply, ( as what may not be expeFed from ſuch 
4 forehead) I entreat you' to compare what he ſaith 
with what 1 have here propoſed t0 your view, and be 
not ſo weak and eaſie of belief,as tothink he hath done 
himſelf thelea\t ſervice,” 3f be anſwers not punQually 
to theparticulars of the charg of grols ignorance,er- 
roneouſnels, diſhoneſty, ad a moſt unchriſtian ſpi- 
rit, that I have here exhibited againſt him. No doubt 
but the infinite covcerw that be bath for his credit a- 
r10ng you, Cwhich he maſt needs now concludeto bein 


eminent danger ) will prompt him to make as plauſible 
4 tale for himſelf, as his together with his Brethrens 


inventions can poſſibly deviſe; but,. 1 ſay, -be ſure to 
compare his defence with "the things in theſe Papers 
laid to his charet, 41d T'le warrant you, you ſhall be 
confirmed thereby in an ill opinion of hin,as much as 
by any thing any Adver ſary of his can write againſt him. 

And laſtly, I would defirethis }J. B. himſelf to take 
votice, that Mr. Fowler is »:nch more profitably im+ 
ploged than to have leifure to' return anſwers to bis 
wretched Scribbles, but if he had time lying upon his 
hands, he will not eaſily be (hypo to do ſuch bald 
& rude Scriblers ſo great un honor.But 3f any one that 


# able towrite ſenſe, ant to-do any thing like a Scho- 


lar or man, wit be dealing with him, ſuch a one may 
be certain that, as buſie as be is, he will find hine work. 
But he will zot hawe ſo little a regard for his repute 


with diſcreet ani underſtanding perſons, as togive . 
; himſelf 
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The Preface to the Reader. 


[1 himſelf leave to be in the leaſt concerned at the bru- 
E; tiſh barkings of ſuch 2 Creature as this, though it lies 
Sf not in: his power to hold the Pens of others from return- 
7” ing upon him. If you wonder, Reader, that I ſhauld uſe 
7 ſuch an expreſſion as brutiſhbarkings, do but turn to 
Al the Catalogue T have given you of ſome, and but ſome 
6: of his moſt ſcurrilows and wile language at the end of 
bl this Pamphlet, and there ſee at what a rate he raves 
Fr at Mr. F. and his Treatiſe, ( whoſe only buſineſs it is 


to promote m"_— 3 and for which reaſdn it hath had 
as general a good acceptance with pious and good. peo- 
ple, as moſt books I have known, bi IT ſay, do but turn 
to that Catalogue, and then thou wilt acknawledg that 
I might have ſaid devilliſh contumelies :3nflead of 
brutiſh barkings, and not have fouled my Pen with 
unſeemly words. | 


[ But to conclude, whereas Mr. F. is now Apon the 
® publiſhing of an excellent Sctipture Catechiſm,compo- 
” - ſedbyaLearnedend very worthy Perſan tow deceded, 


E: when that is Printedy' if IT can perſwade- hing, he ſhall 
"0 [end this F:B. one'of them,” which he infinitely more 
v3 needs thin he doth an anſwer 3 For though he impu- 
is dently takes upon him to be a Teacher of others, he 
hath need that one teach himſelf which, be the fir 
prizciples of the Oratle of God , And beſides, Mr. F. 
cauot deſire that the doGrine of his Deliga of Chri- 
ſtianity ſbowld be better defended than,to my knowlede, 
any man may do it by the aſſiſtance of that Gatechiſae. 


Farewel. 
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Courteous Reader, 


T heſe and her Faults have been orcaſ oned aoack the Att 
thors abſence, and by the haft y Printing of this \Trewiſe, which 
thou art defired re for thy Np ſake for bis, to corrett with 
2 - 9 before thou 7 *treſt ” os he to gf feriow reading 


DIRT WIP'T OFF: 
OR 


* manifeſt diſcovery of the Groſs Ip- 
norance and moſt Onchriſtian and 
Wicked Spirit of one 


JOHN BUNYAN. 


F all the mifchieyons things that poor mortals are or 
ever were infeſted with, there is ſcarcely any one . 
comparable to Ignorant Fanatick zeal , nor are 

. thereto be found in nature fo implacably ſpiteful 
and cruel Creatures, as thoſe that are ated by thi Fury. 

And as ſhe hath produced unſpeakably Sad and diſmal Effects 

in this our once too too happy Church and State, and in in- 

numerable other places; fo the moſt horrid impieties that 
ever the Sun ſaw, have received their birth from her Womb. 

Tt was thzs Zeal that hurried thoſe Proud and ill-natur'd Re- 

ligioniſts the Phariſees on all thoſe horrible affronts and in- 

dignities, that they offered to and heapt upon the Lord of 

Glory , nor would it ſuffer them to reſt, till ir had made 

them his inhumane and moſt barbarous murtherers, And —_ 
| B | | 


Dirt wip't off, 
I conſider this prodigious inſtarce of the Wickednels of thoſe 
Zealots, I cannot wonder at any Villanies, that 1 ever un- 
derſtandare acted by the people of their Spirit : Nor when 
we call to mind, how our moſt Blefſed Sayiour ſuffered both 
from their tongues and hangs, becauſe he preached fuch do- 
&rine as ad diſtaſte their humor, and fer himſelf againſt 
their corrupt opinions and practices ; can we think 1t any 
other than what ought to' be expeted, that in all ages his 
faithful Miniſters and Servants ſhould meet with the fame 
oye for therein following their Lords Example , and' eſpe- 
cially fince he himſelf hath forewarned rhem, that they ſhall 
be no otherwiſe entertained by that Sort of men, than as he 
was, For ( faith he Mart. 10. 24+). The diſciple 1s not above 
his Maſter, nor the Servant above his Lord, it « enough for the 
diſciple that-he be as his Maſter and the Servant as bus Lora : 
if they have called the Maſter of the houſe Beelzebub, how 
much more ſhall they Call them of his howſbold ? Again ( John 
IS. 20. ) if they perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecnte you. 
And among the many true Succeſſors of the Phariſees, 
that among our ſelves do daily verifie thoſe prediQtions, there 
are, I have reaſon to believe, none whoſe breaſts are fuller 
of rancour-and malice, towards thoſe that are induſtrious, 


not to make Converts to Se#s but to Chriſt Feſus, and to- 


propagate not the fancies of wen, but the genuine doftrines of 
won than is the breaſt of the man that hath occaſioned 
the publication.of this Pampelet, viz. Fob» Bunyan, a perſon 
oo IIA IEG theſe twenty years or longer, moſt in- 
mous in the Town and C Of Bedford, for j- 
os rim enr orans buof Prater: ox area A 
Never did any more cry: out of Perſecution, nor inveigh 
——— as opens , than he hath done, bur in the 
an time 3o.One 15 Of-a fhercer and more perſecuting Spirit 
than he himſelf. For beſides that a Oanditr 1s a 5. ar 
Tas, as doing what in him lies to deprive his brother of 
s good name, which inthe Wiſe man's judgment is rather 
to be choſen than great richer,nay to a good man is deſeryedly 


more 


in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. 3 
more precious than 1s /ife it ſelf ) ſuch a one demonſtrates 
that nothing but want of Power is the true cauſe, that he 
perſecutes not by deeds as well as words , Calutnnies being 
ever taken up by impotent Creatures for want of ſhar 
Weapons. And that this 7. B. is a moſt Black-mouth'd Ca- 
lumnjator, beſides innumerable other evidences, his late 
Pamphlet, or rather Zibel, intituled A defence of the deft rine 
of 7uftification by Faith, &c. will abundantly fatisfie any per- 
{on, that hath but the wit and honeſty imparrially co examine, 
how he attempts ro make good what he therein hath charged 
againſt Mr, Fowler, viz.. That he doth propagate,in his Trea- 
tiſe intituled The Deſign of Chriſtianity, the DoQrine of 
Quakers, of Papiſts ad eathens, writes Blaſphemy, u" an 
Enemy to the Son of God and Salvation of the world, tramples 
ander foot the blood of the Son of God, together with many the 
like dreadful and moſt horrid accuſations ; which ſhall be pre- 
ſented together at the end of the Book to the Readers eye, 

Before I go further, I muſt needs rell thee, 7. B, Thos 
art a man of Metal, thon ſcorneſt, I perceive, to lard at ſmall 
game, to give thine Adverſary ſome light Scratches, thou art 
. for Neck, or nothing. Thonhaſt a mouth for M AC HI 4- 


«6 VIL'S money, who bath taught ſuch as thy ſelf this rule, 
Wy Fortiter Calumniare, &c, _ ( becanſe thou haſt little kind- 
bo nels for the Lanonage of the Bea tahe thus in Enpliſh, 
b- A nfo a oa mg will FA __ couldft Ab | by 
EE hope that any one that knows or hath but heard of 7Mr,F, ( nay 
48 thongh he ſhould be —_ thine own herd ) can find in bis heart © 
_ to think, him (uch a Monſter of men, ſuch a Devil incarnate, 
WE as then wonldſt makes him, but yet, to be ſure, thon concludeſ 
Fol that all that don't think, thee ſo will, at leaſt, be ſuſpicions that 
: Wt ſo lond and hideous an ont-cry us not made for nothing, and that 
IX, he bath written a too erroneous book, if not ſuch a damnably 
0 heretical one, and therefore that 'tis dangerous to read it, and 


hear or conver(e with the eAuthor of it. 
B 2 Bur 


4 


Dirt wip't off, 


But we will now conſider what foundation 1s Jaid in that 
Treatiſe of Mr, F's, for this Fellow to build ſo black a charge 
on; and inorder thereunto I ſhall not need to do- any thing 
more, than give the Readera ſhort view of the Sum and 
Subſtance of the Docrinal part of it, which I will 
do. for .the ſake of thoſe that are ſtrangers toit, AndTI 
promiſe to do it with all ſincerity and impartiality, and if I 
perform not, let me be {tigmatized by any that ſhall compare 
the following account with the Book it ſelf, for a man of no 
Conſcience, and a moſt falſe perſon. 


The whole Title of the Book is, The Deg” of Chriftianity, 
67 4 plain demonſtration and improvement of this propoſition, that 
the induing men with inward real Righteouſneſs or true Holi- 
neſs was the Ultimate end of onr Saviour's coming into the 
world, and ts the great Intendment of Lis Bleſſed G ofpel + The 
buſineſs of the firſt Chapter is an Explication of the nature of 
true Holineſs; wherein ( after it is ſaid robe by various 
forms of ſpeech expreſt in Scripture, ſuch as Goalineſs, Right- 
eonſneſs, Converſion and turning from Sin, Partaking of 4 


Divine Nature, &c, and that it 1s originally ſeated in the 


Soul and Spirit, and is a Complication of all vertues ) there 
are four general and Comprehenſive deſcriptions given of it : 
all which differ only in. words, not at allin Sexſe, And they 
all amount to thus much ( as any one of but a competent un- 
derſtanding will at firſt fight perceive ) viz. That true Holi- 
neſs 15 ſuch an imward living rO_nw 4s ſo far ac it prevails, 
cauſeth the perſon that is inaned with it to behave himſelf as 
becomes him ( that ts to avoid and hate whatſoever is any wayes 
known to be morally evil, and to love and proſecute whatſoever 
moe ) or tobe nuder the government of all thoſe good pratti- 
cal principles or Laws, which are made known either by Reve- 
lation ( that is by the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta- 
ment ) or by Nature or the uſe of Reaſon. 


When Holineſs is called a healrhful complexion of Soul, &c. 
| | Ee: whe 


4.205 a8 03 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher, 5 


the purity of the humane nature, &c, and a divine.or Godlike 
nature, Fc, "there is no more ſaid than what is included in 
this deſcription. 


Next, between the third and laſt deſcription, there fs a 
ſomewhat more expreſs and diſtin& account of the nature of 
Holineſs; but this I ſhall have occafion hereafter to take 
notice of. | , 
In the cloſe of this Chapter it is ſaid, that nothing is more 
ratural to the Souls of men as they came out of God's hands, 
than this excellent temper, but by their Apoſtaſie from God 
and ſinking into brutiſh ſenſuality, they ſadly diſpoſſeſſed ' 
themſelves of it, and ſo became like the beaſts which periſh, 
but it pleaſed God in infinite goodneſs not to give us over + 
ſo, but, when we had deſtroyed our ſelves, in him was our 
help found, and in order thereunto he ſent his only begotten 
Son tO us, we 


The Second Chapter is ſpent in proving that the great er- 
rand Chriſt came upon was, to put us again into poſſeſſion 
of thar holineſs which we had loſt ; and this 15 proved by a 
Climax of ſeven particulars, all which are implyed in theſe 
Scriptures, which I entreat the Reader to turn to Marr.z.I, 
2. and Luke 1.16, 17. Mal, 3. 1,2,3. att. I. a1. Lutke 1. 
4 72, &c. Luke 2.32, Matt.3. 11,12. Matt.9. 13. Matt. 5. 
"XL; 17. Acts 3.26. Afts 5.31. 1 Fohn 3.8, Titws 2.12, 17obn 3.5. 


In the third Chapter is ſhewn,that holineſs is the only de- 
ſign, ( that is, in reference tous ) of the Chriſtian Precepts., 
- and 'tis particularly ſhewn that they require, 1. The moſt ex- 
tenſive holineſs; that is, ſuch as reſpects God, our Neigh- 
bour and our ſelves, 2. The moſt intenſive, not. only nega- 
tive but poſitive, ( that is,not only ſuch as conſiſts in doing 
no evil, but alſo in doing 90d ) not only holineſs of words 
and attions, bur likewiſe of thoughts and affetions, not only 
ſuch a holineſs as puts upon -performing good acttons, _ 
alſo. 


5 ” þ . eu F< £ 


- Dirt wip't off, - 
Alſo ſuck a5 puts upon performing rhem in a right manner, 
with right ends, or from good principles, caufing us to dog 
every duty as to the Lordand not as tO men, to do all to the 
glory of God, &c, 


Laſtly, this Chapter concludes with the anſwer of an Ob- 
jetion : The Obje&idnis, that all ſober Chriſtians acknow- 
ledge, that the Goſpel precepts do not require indefeCtive and 
unſpotred holineſs, or at leaſt that Chriſt 'will accept of that 
which is far ſhort of perfe&, and therefore he ſeems not to be 
ſo great a friend to it as is aſſerted, | 

The Anfwer is that,- 1. The atrainment of perfe&t holineſs 
is inthis ſtate impoſſible to us. - 2. That Chrift will accepr 
of nothing ſhore of ſincerity, and diligem ſerious endeavours 
ro abſtain from all Sin, - 3. Thar no leſs than our _— 
perfe holineſs is deſigned by Chriſt, thongh not to be et- 


feRted in this yet in the other world. 


The Fourth Chapter ſheweth that the promiſes and Threat- 
nings of the Goſpel have the promoring of holinefs for their 
only defign. That the promiſes have, 'tis proved from 
2 Pet. 1, 4. 2 Cer. 7. 1. Rom.12. 1. And'tis further ſhewed, 
that 1. Theſe promiſes are either limited toholy perſons, or 
made uſe of as motives to holineſs , as I Tim, 4. 8. Marr. 5. 


$. v.3,5,7. Rem. 27, Rev. 3.21.ch. 2.20. and whereas 


the iſes of pardon and Eternal life are made to believing, 
tis faid that nothing is more evidently declared, than that 
this faith is ſuch as purifieth the heart, and is, produQive of 
good works. 2. Tis ſhewed that the Natwre of theſe Pro- 


_ miſes is ſuch as is aloneſufficient ro ſatisfie us, that holineſs, is 


the deſign of them. This,” 'tis ſhewed, is manifeſtly true 
concerning the principal promiſes, which are reduced to 
3 heads, 1. That of the holy Spirit, 2. Of Remiffion of 
fin, 3. Of CNS in the enjoyment of God. For 
the frrſt, viz, the promiſe of the Spirit, that, 'tis faid, is it 
to which weare beholdenfor grace and aſſiſtance inthe great 

| work 


I ob 
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work of m_ ſir. and acquiring holy habits. And for the 
Second and Third,none but holy Souls are capable of them. 
None are capable, but /«ch, of Pardon of fin; becauſe the 
gwilt, 'tis ſhewn, and the Power of Sin are inſeparable, and 
that finis ſo loathſome and hitby a thing, that 'tis impoſſible 
the bloud of Chriſt ſhould render a firner lovely or not-odi- 
ous in Gad's fight, any otherwiſe than by fir ft wathing: away 
the. poltutionof it,, Laſtly, that nbne- but holy Souls are ca- 
pable of the Enjoyment of God, is proved from 2 Cox, 6. 14. 
Col, 1. 12. | 

And as for the Promiſes, that concern the good things of 
this life, it is ſhewn that only ſuch are aſfured by them as 
may- be a help to: the exerciſe of holineſs, not fuch as ſerve 
tro gratifie ſenſuality or licourilh appetites. | | 

And then as. to the T hreatnings of the Goſpel, 'tis proved, 
that theyare no where made ule of for any other end, than 
to ſcare men from what doth tendto pollute their Souls, and 
to excite them effectually ro induſtry in the purſuit of real 
righteouſneſs and ſubſtantial holineſs. 


In the Fifth Chapter is thewed, that the promoting of ho- 
lineſs was the-deſign of our Saviours whiole bfe and conver- 
ſation among men. - r, Of his diſcourſes : not only his'Ser- 
Cf mons, but alſo thoſe that occaſionally dropt from him. 2. Of 
— his Attions, whereby he preacht holinefs' to mens Eyes, no 
*Y le than to their ears, by giving them the moſt Kupendious 
ns Example in his own perſoa of all the parts of it ;\ whereof 
theſe inſtances are given, 1. He wasa perſon of the greateſt 
£5 Freedom, Afﬀability and (onrtefie. 2. Ofthe greatcit Can- 
"144 dar and Ingenuity, 3. Of the greatett Gentleneſs and Meek- 


#2, neſs, 4. Of the moſt profound Hamility, 5. Of the moſt 
Wh generow Spirit, which difcovered it ſelf inthe greatelt Con- 


tempt of the world. 6. Of rhe molt contented: Spirit. 7. Of 

; the greateſt Charity and moſt tender Compaſſion, $. Of the 
Nh molt wonderful Patience, and ftupendious ſubmiſſion of Soul 
iN to.God. 9. Of the. moſt paſſionate Love to God, and de- 
vout 
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vout temper of mind towards him, 10. Of a mighty con- 
Kdence and truſtin God, 11. Of the greatelt Prudence. 


In the Sixth Chapter is ſhewed, that to make men rruly 
vertuous and holy was the deſign of Chrift's unimitable aQti- < 
ons, or mighty works and Afiracles : And that theſe did not 
only tend to promote it, as they were convincing arguments 
that he cawe forth from God, but were alſo very proper to 
effe& it ina more immediate manner. 


The Seventh ſhews, that this was the deſign of his death , 
Which js proved by theſe Scriptures, Rom. 6.6, 2 Cor. 5. 15. 
Gal. 1.4. Eph.5. 25,26,27. Col. 1.21,22, Titus 2.14. 
1 Pet. 1.18. 1 Pet. 3.18. 1 Pet. 2,24, Next, the death of 
Chritt is proved effectual to this End; 1, As It gave teſti- 
-mony tothe trurh of his doctrine : 2. As the ſhedding of 
his blood was a federal rite confirming the New Covenant, 
wherein is promiſed in and through him pardon of Sin, and 
Eternal happineſs on condition of Repentance, Faith and 
New obedience. © 3, As *tis exemplary of the higheſt vertue, 
particularly, -of the greateſt hwmility, Self-denial, meckneſs, 
Patience and Charity, 4. As it was a Sacrifice for ſin, where 
"tis ſhewn, that in the death of Chriſt, conſidered as an ex- 
Piatory Sacrifice, the offence God hath- taken againſt Sin, 
and the hatred he bears ro it, as well as his love to Sinners, 
is infinitely declared. 5. As Chriſt hath by his death pro- 
cured that grace and aſſiſtance for us that is neceſſary to enable 
us to bein $ reſpets holy. 6, As his death doth vindicate 
God's right of Soveraignty over his Creatures,and the power 
he hath to require what he pleaſeth of them, and to diſpoſe 
of them as ſeems good to him, Did ever man ſpeak higher 
concerning the effetts f Chrifts death, and precious blood- 
ſpeading, than Mr, F. hath in this Chapter done ? Is this the 
—_ of one that trampleth under foot the bloud of the Son of 
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In Chapter the Eighth is ſhewn, that it is only the promo- 
ting of the copy making men holy that is Ching at, by 
the Apoſtles inſiſting on the doctrines of. Chriſt's Reſarrettior, 
aſcenſion, and coming again te Judgment, That is, *the only 
uſe which they make of them as to us, is to make them motives 
to all holineſs of heart and life. 


The SECOND SECTION ſheweth upon what ac- 
connts the buſineſs of making men holy came to be preferred 
by our Saviour. before any other thing, and to be principall 
deſigned by him ; and the Ninth Chapter ( which is the fl 
of that Section )- giveth this firſt account, 42, That this is to 
do the greateſt good. to men. and 'tis proved by ſeveral 
Arguments, that the blefling of making -men holy is of all 
other the greateſt ; as 1. Becauſe it contains a deliverance 
from the worſt of Evils, viz. Six, and this is proved foto be, 
and that thoſe are utterly ignorant of the nature of it, that 
imagine any evil greater than ir, or ſo great, 


The Tenth Chapter is ſpent in proving by a Second Argy- 
ment, that holineſs is the greateſt of all bleflings, viz, Be- 
cauſe it is ever accompanied with other bleſſings that are moſt 
deſireable, and do belt deſerve that name ; particularly with 
the Pardon of Sin, and God's Special love : And that thoſe 
things rhat Sexſ#al perſons are moſt deſirous of, {re eminent- 
ly to be found in that bleſſing : As Riches, it is ſhewed that 
nething doth inrich a man like the graces of God's holy Spi- 
rit ; Secondly Honours , Thirdly Pleaſures : where 'tis prov- 
ed that both theſe reſult from true holineſs, and that ne other 


are comparable to thoſe that do ſo. 


- The Eleventh Chapter proſecutes a Third Argument, viz. 
Becauſe whatſoever other bleſſings a man may be ſuppoſed to 
have, that is utterly deſtitute of true holineſs, they cannot 
ſtand him in ſo much ſtead as but to make him PIER 
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and Sinful luſts are here proved to be moſt tormenting things 
intheir own nature ; and thar/ therefore jf-we could fuppole 
a wicked man to be'made an obje& of God's pardon, it eould 
ſignifie no more than! an exemprion from wp. Herpes ab 
by him puniſhed z and: though the divine Majefty ſhould not 
in the leaſt afli& him, his. very lufts would be of themſelves 
no light puniſhment, but ſuch as under which he could never 
enjoy himſelf in this life, but will be found ro be intolerable 
in. the life rocome. | And for the ſame reaſon tis ſhewn that 
were it poflible that Chriſts Righteouſneſs could be imputed 
ro ach a man, it would ſignihe as little ro his happineſs, 
while he continwerh wicked, as would a gorgeous and fplen- 
did garment to one thar is almoſt ſtarv d with hunger, or 
that heth rackt by the torturing diſeaſes of the Stone or Cho- 
lick And moreover, that wickedneſs makes men uncapable even 
of thoſe EffeRts of the Divine Benevolence and Complacency, 
that would render them but zot-mi/erable, ana therefore could 
we ſuppoſe a wicked man the obje& of both theſe, ( as 'tis ſaid 
that nothing 15 leſs ſuppoſeable than that he ſhould be an 0b- 
je of the latter ) this could not make him, whilſt he conti- 
»#es wicked, to ceaſe to” be miſerable.” And laſtly, if our 
phanſies were ſo powerful, as that they could place a wicked 
man 1n Heaven it ſelf, ſolong as he continueth unturned from 
his iniquities, he would carry a hell to heaven with him, - and 
keep it there , and that *tis not the place Heaven, without 
the heavenly ſtate that will make men happy ; as a diſeaſed 
body will have never the more'eaſe for reſiding in a Princes 
Courr. And in the concluſion of this Chaprer it is aſſerted, 
that deliverance of a man from all miſery while fin is vigo- 
rous in his Soul, 1s not an obje&t of any power, and implieth 
a palpable and apparent Contradidtion ; miſery being no leſs 
of the Eſſence of Sin and wickedneſs, than is light of the Sun, 
ſothat they cannot be ſeparated, but muſt like the Twins of 
Mn, live and dye together, 

' The Twelfth (hapter contains the Fourth argument, viz, 
Holineſs is the greateſt of Bleſlings, becauſe when'tis per- 
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-*f fected 'tis Bleſſedneſs it ſelf, and the glory. of heaven doth 

DE chiefly conſiſt in it. : This proved out of 1 Fohn 3.2, This 
we know, that when he appears we ſhall be like him, that is 
chretly in holineſs, for as for God's attributes of know- 
ledge aud Power, &c, 'tis ſaid that the Devils themſelves, who 
are moſt of all Creatures unlike to God, have not loſt all 
likeneſs to him in them, but have ſtill a large meaſure of them. 
2 way obſerve that J. B. puts this among My. F's. Do- 
thrives deſtruttive of Chriſtianity, but who that believes there 
are ſuch Creatures as Devils, eſpecially having read what the 
Scripture ſaith of them, did ever donbt it ? | 


| EY But to proceed, iris in this Chapter plainly ſhewn, that the | \ 
>. Þperfection of holineſs and the Heavenly. happineſs are for : 
fubltance .one and the ſame, and therefore it may ' well be F 


affirmed, that the making us. holy is the ultimate end of 


= <Chrilts coming ( 4s 10.4 that 6) ſeeing our Eternal Salva- 3 
> Ttionis byallacknowledged ſo to be, and perfect holineſs and £ 
> Eternal Salvation are but two Conceptions of one and the 3 


-—— dame thing, Eternal Salyation being primarily a Salvation 
> Ffrom$Sin, allSin; anda Salvation from miſery as 'tis a Salva- 


> rionfromthe Casſe of it. | | 
"I The'T hirteenth Chapter gives the ſecond account of our | 
> Saviours preferring the buſineſs of making men holy before 7 4 
= all other, viz. that as this is to do ( as hath. been ſhewn) - | bl 


the greateſt good tomen; 10 is it allo ro do the beſt Service | 
co Gad ; where 'tis ſaid, that 'tis without diſpute better Ser- : 
vice to 4 Prince:to reduce Rebels to their obedience, than'to -- —_ 
procure a Pardon under his Seal for them ; and that Chriſt, | 
loving his Father better, than z«, mult needs more concern [ 
himſelf for the recovery:of thexight of Obedience, that Sin- 
ners have rob'd him of, than for the deliverance of wretched 
Rebels from the miſery they have deſerved, but that both 
theſe works are carried on together, | 
And in the cloſe of this Second Section 'tis ſhewn, that 
thoſe that ſay:thatthe Chriſtian Religiondeſignethto glorifie 
the infinite grace.of God in Chriſtto Sinners, if they —_—_ ; 
| C2 5D 
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ſtand what they ſay, do aſſert the ſame thing that this Book 
aſſerts : Seeing that not only the grace. of God is ſo abun- 
dantly diſplayed in the Goſpel to Sinners, for this end' thar 
they may be effetually prevailed with to forlake their Sins, 
but alſo the principal grace that is therein exhibited doth 
conſiſt in delivering them from the Power of Sin 3 which ap- 
pears, in'that Sin is demonltrated to be inits own nature the 
very greateſt of Evils, and holineſs the chieteſt of all Bleſtings: 
And beſides, men are not capable of God's pardoning grace, 
till they have repented them of all their Sins, that is, ( as it 
there follows theſe words ) till they have in will and affection 


ſincerely left them. And to juſtifie a wicked man, while he 


contiructh ſo, would far more difpatage his juſtice and. ho- 


lineſs, than advance his grace and kindneſs, wiz. Becauſe to. 


deal with a man living in "withedneſs as if he were righteous, 
would be an Argument that he doth not hate Sin, as he declares 
he. deth, 

Thus Reader I have faithfully given thee the Subſtance of 
the Doctrinal part of the Defignof Chriſtianity ;; the Third 
and-laſt Seton is ſpent in improving that whole diſcourſe 
in moſt evident Inferences : and now my hand-isin, I'le be 
better than my word, and-very briefly tell thee what they are, 


T he firſt Inference : chap. 14. That it- appears from the 
palt diſcourſe, that our Saviour hath taken the moſt effeRual 
courſe for the purpoſe of ſubduing Sinin us, and-making us 
partakers of his Holineſs : where 71, Ir 1s largely ſhewn 
whar mighry and infinite advantages the Goſpel gives above 
any, that-even thoſe Heathers: had who were priviledged 


with extraordinary helps for the improvement of themſelyes. - 


And if the Reader will run over that diſcourſe he ſhall perceive, 
bow wickedly T. By hath flanaer'd Mr. F. in accuſing him as 
levelling (hriſtianity with mere Heatheniſm. 

2. Its fally ſhewn that the Goſpel contains incomparably 
greater helps for the effeting: of the deſign of making men 
koly, than. apy God's people the Jſrachres were favoured 

age with. 


AS nv 
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> with, Then follows a threefold anſwer to-an objeRion 
' againſtthe wonderful efficacy of the Chriſtian Religion for 
this purpoſe, chap, 16. 


The Second Inference, chap. 17, That we underſtand from 
whar hath been ſaid of the Deſign of Chriſtianity, how fear- 
fully 'tis abuſed by thoſe that call themſelves the Roman Ca- 
tholicks. This Chapter will ſoon inform thee, Reader, what 
a friend Mr.F. is to Popery, and make thee believe if thou 
haſt any charity, that noman unaer heaven doth more abomi- 
nate it, than he aves. | | 


The Third Inferexce, chap. 18; That theſe two forts are 
molt extremely Sottiſh, 1, Such as expect to have their 
> {ſhare inthe Salvation of the Goſpe] without true holineſs. 
2, Such, much more, as encourage themſelves by the grace 
- of the Goſpel inynholineſs. 


gc 


G The Foxrth Inference, chap. 19. That a right under: 
any ſtanding of the delign of Chriſtianity will give ſatisfaction 
"ES ra ng the notion, 1, Of juſtifying Faith, viz, That it 
TD & ſuch a belief of the truth of the Goſpel, as includes a fin- 
cere reſolution of obedience unto all; its precepts, that is : 
rrue holineſs , and that it juſtifjeth as it doth ſo ; where it. 1s b 
added, that the Faith that juſtigerh muſt needs be fuch as 
complyeth with al! Chriſts purpoſes of coming into the world, 
but eſpecially, with his grand purpoſe; and that-tis neceſſa- 
Ty it ſhould juſtifie as it receives. Chriſt for a, Lord, as well 
£4 as for a Savioxr ; Nay, eſpecially when in this matter there - 
= is but a zotional difterence between thele two, it having been 
| = * ſhewnthat Chriſt asa. Saviour deſigns our holineſs ; his Sal- 
4 vation being chiefly rhar, from the worlt of Eyils, fn. 
£6 Canſt thou think, Reader, . that Mr. F. deſerves to be ac- 
Bod cuſed as Popilhly affected in this point ? Areall thoſe Papilts 
Ks in the Do&trine of juſtification that deny a dead Faith to be 
S the condition of it? and doth not S. 7ames ſay that Faith 
A without . 
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without works is dead : And if a living Faith jultthes, is it 
Popery to lay that it juſtifies as tis a Hving Faith? I am ſure 
tis non-ſenſe ro ſay otherwiſe. Doth Mr. F. any where,con- 
trary to the Apoſtle Pax, aſſert the merit of Works ? no, he 
makes works or a workino Faith, only a neceſſary condition of 
juſtification, as S, 7 ames doth, and all the Apoſtles, and Chriſt 
alone to be the meritorious cauſe of it : And he muſt needs 
attribute our juſtification to the free grace of God in Chriſt, 
* when he makes alſo the condition of it Faith a free gift, a 
grace of God's holy Spirir. In ſhort, let the Reader con- 
; Pi Mr. F's Free Diſcourſe between two miimate Frienar, 
Pp. 149, tO P. 190, andthere he ſhall ſee his full ſenſe of juſti- 
fying Faith, and the notion given there of it ſufficiently de- 
fended. 

2. The other notion, Mr. F. in this inference ſaith the 
Deſign of Chriſtianiry will give fatisfaRtion —_— is, 
that of the impatation of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, viz, t it 
conſiſts in dealing with ſincerely righteous perſons, as if they 
were perfettly ſo, for the fake and upon the account of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs. And he ſhews, that the Doctrine of the 
'Deſign of Chriſtianity makes it impoſſible, that any other 
notion of this point ſhould have truth in it. But mark what 
he ſaith in the cloſe; But becavſe both theſe Points are diſ- 
cuſſed in the Free Diſconrſe, I have ſaid ſo little of the former, 
and will proceed no farther on this ;, but refer the Reader thi- 
ther, &c. Would any one now have imagined, but that this 
. B, (had he the leaſt ſpark of ingenuity, or meant ar all 
- Honeſtly ) would have taken occaſion to inform himſelf 
throughly from that Diſcourſe concerning Mr, F's. judg- 

ment, in theſe two points eſpecially, and to try the irength 

of the arguments, whereby he there hath confirmed his 
Doctrine , and if he had been ſagacious enough to eſpy flaws 

in them, to make adiſcovery of them ; but he takes no more 

notice of that Book than if there had beennone ſuch extant 


-nay, though Mr. F. doth ſeveral times in the Deſign of Chri. 
Ttianity re tft, 4 


This 
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% This is the Blade that loves to tell the world, he is 4 lover 
of Truth, bur if ſhe hath no fincerer friends than he makes 
ir apparent, by this and all his other practices, he 1s, her caſe 
> would be moſt deplorable, All thar underſtand this man may 
> fafely conclude, that he hath as lirtle will as ability to find 
our, and acquaint himſelf with this precious Jewel. Zur 
ta the next Inference.” 


bf The Fifth Inference, chap. 20, That we learn from the De- 
"E ſign of Chriſtianity what 1s the great meaſure and ſtandard 
jo creby we are to judge of Doctrines , both whether they 
/} aretrueor falſe, and in what degree neceſſary to be received 
2 or rejected, | ; 


The Sixth Inference, chap, 22, That the Deſign of Chri- 
= {tanity teacheth us what Dofrines and Practices we ought,as 
> Chriſtians, to be moſt zealous for or againſt, Thoſe furely, 
- that are moſtavailable to the begetting and increaſe of true 
= -holinefs, itis our duty to be moſt concerned for, and thoſe 
-— that have the greateſt tendency rowards the endangering of ir, 
> toſctour ſelves with the greateſt induſtry againit, 


_ The Seventh Inference, chap, 23, That the Deſign of Chri- 
> Aftianity well conſidered will give us great light into the juſt. 
bounds of our Chriſtian liberty: And that that being to 
| make men holy, it may fafely be preſumed rhar fuch things as 
have neither directly nor conſequentially any tendency to the 
depraving our ſouls, are left free tous by our Saviour, And 
- "tis ſhewn thatthis is only to be underſtood of ſuch things as 
> the Goſpel ſpeaks nothing particularly and clearly concerning. 


Fe EE IR 


f F” The Eighth Inference, chap. 24, That "tis a moſt unac- | 
> countable thing to do that which is eſſentially evil, indefence | 

of the Chriſtian Religion, or of any opinions preſumed to be 

Doctrines relating thereunto. .7wox/d ]. B. would well lay ts 

heart this, am ſure if he had done ſo when he read it there world 

bave been no occaſion for theſe leavs, _— The 
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The Ninth Inference, chap. 25. That 'tis moſt unwarrant- 


able for the Miniſters of Chriſt to prefer any deſign before 
that of making men really righteous and holy. 


The Tenth Inference, chap. 26. That an obedient temper 
of mind is an excellent and neceſſary qualihcation to prepare 
men for a firm belief and right underſtanding of Chriſt's 
Goſpel. 


The Laſt Inference; chap. 27. That we are 'taught by the je 
Deſign of Chriſtianity, wherein the Eſſence, Power, and "2 
life of it confiſteth, viz, ina holy frame and temper of ſoul, 
whereby it eſteemeth God as the chiefeſt good, preferreth 
him and his Son Jeſus'befoxe all rhe world, and prizeth above 


: all things an Intereſt inthe Divine perfeions, ſuch as juſtice 
; and righteouſneſs, univerſal Charity, Goodneſs, Mercy, 
; Patience, and all kinds of purity ; From whence doth natu- 


5 rally proceeda hearty complyance with all the holy Precepts 
; of the Goſpel, and Room endeavours to perform all thoſe 
| actions which are agreeable to them, are _ expreſſions 
2 of thoſe and the like vertues, and means for the obtaining 
and encreaſe of them, $k 

What thinkeſt rhou now, Reader, canſt thou fancy the De- 7 
ſ1gn of Chriſtianity to be anotherLeviathan? or rather artthou 7 
able to retain any tolerable opinion of that man that calls it 
ſo, and repreſents ir as ſuch a piece of monitrous Deviliſm ? 
Nay, can he himſelf have ſuch a Brazen Forehead, as not to 
be confounded to think what he hath done, upon his reading 
| over ( if hecan be perſwaded to it ) but this ſhort account 
j of that Treatiſe ? I pray God give him true Repentance, 
” and fet home -upon his Conſcience what hath, and hall be 
farther laid open to his view in this ſmall Pamphlet : which 
if ever he does, Iam ſure he'l acknowledge that Mr, F. hath 
given him as little temptation to accuſe him ſo highly, as did 
our 
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our bleſſed Saviour the malicious Phariſees to faſten upon him 
the, imputation of as fearful crimes, viz, profane company 
keeping, Treaſon, witchcraft and Blaſphemy. - And who can 
be fo blind as nor to ſee, that the only provocation 7 B, could 
haye to exclaim at ſuch a rate is this, that the deſign of Mr. 
F's took is utterly to root @ut that dorine which is the 
grand ſupport of wretched hypocrites, andwhich doth infinite- 
ly diſparage our Bleſſed Lord Jeſus and his glorious Goſpel : 
I mean that filthy docrine of Antinomianiſm, with which this 
man hath ſtuffed his ſad Scrible ; and it appears not only by 


17 


_ = that but by his other lamentable writings, that he is as rank : 

_— and Ranting an Antinomian as ever foul'd paper. | 

, = I concluded as ſoon as I had read the Defign of Chriſtianity 
T5 (which no: man hath done more deliberately or imparrially 
Aa. than my ſelf ) that it would be a very acceptable work to 
== Sincere Souls; but on the otherſide, as welcome to all hard- 

= ned hypocrites, as our Saviours Sermon on the Mount to the 

| bk Scribes and Phariſees. I knew it would make ſuch gnaſh 
C5 their teeth, and that the Author would be an object of their 
Ben Spight and rage ; but I muſt confeſs I could not 1n the lealt 
ks.” imagine, that any one that would be thought a Chriitian had 


E.- ſo little concern for his reputation, as ſo ſhameleſly to lay 
= - open his hypocrilie ro the ſight of all men, as by printing 
; {uch fearful (tuft as this 7, B. hath done, 


In the firſt place he ſers down a Catalogue of the Errors 
and Docrines deſtructive of Chriſtianity, that he faith Mr. F, 
hath preſented to the world in his ( as he calls it) Feigned 
Delign, &c.. . And that it might make a huge ſhew, he puts 
it upon the tenter hooks to make it containſo round a number 
2 as juſt forty. And 'tis worth our obſervation, that in order to 
Bu the making of it ſo butty a thing as he does, he uſeth this honeſt 
Fw Art, ( as any one will ſee that reads his long bed-roul with the 
ot lcaſt attention, namely, he makes inabundarice of inſtances di- 
M ſtint doctrines of different expreſiions, and proofs,and illu- 
oY {trations of one and the ſame thing. As (in the firit place) the 
i | {xth damnabie wicked doctrine he chargeth on Mr. = fa 
_—_ _ D 4 hat 


That Chriſts grand! coming into the world was to put us again 
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to poſſeſſion of that:holineſs that'we had loſt, Deſign of Chri- 
Fra os = The ſeventh, That fohn the Baptift, the 
Angel [ent ro. Zacharias and Mary (which is his own adaiti- 
on ) and Malachi preached this doctrine, p,13. The eighth, 


* That by Chriſts ſaving us from $in, is meant not firt his ſaving 


266 from; the pniſhment of it, &c, Pp. 14, 15, Mark, by the way, 
that what. he refers to here is only two or three words, b 
which the proof out of Malachi of the fame thing is exoktned 
The nineteenth, That the Salvation of (briſt firſt confots i;; 
curing our Wounds, and (econdarily tn freetog us from the ſmart. 
p. 216. The Twentieth, That pardon doth not ſo much conſiſt 
in remiſſion 4s in healing. p. 216. Note,this 15 not Mr. F's fay- 
ing bur only a ſaying of the Ancient Father Clemens of Alexay- 
dria quoted by him. The 2gth.T hat the grand intent of the Goſ- 
pel is ra make us partahers of inward real righteouſneſs, and it 
us but a Secondary one that we ſhould be accepted and rewarded 
ar if we were completely righteous, p. 226. 

The 3oth.T hat it is not poſſible that any other notion of this do- 
frine ſhould havetrath init p.226. 1, B, hiraſelf cannot be fo 
blind as not to be able ro ſce,thart all theſe ſeven amount to one 
and the ſame thing, 

Again, the 12th, Error is, That it # impoſſible a withed man 
ſhould have God's pardon. p. 119. That is, as Mr. F, explain'd 
himſelf, he continuing wicked, 

The 13th. That 'ris impoſſible Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ſhould 
ve. impnted to an unrighteons man. Þp. 120. That is, he conti- 
wing unrighteous, | | 

The 14th. That if it were, it would ſignify as little to his 
happine(s while he continueth ſo, as wonld a gorgeous and ſplen- 
did garment to one that ts almoſt ſtarved, p, 120. 

e I5th. Thar for God to juſtific a wiched man &c. would 


far more diſparage his juſtice and. holineſs, than advance his 
grace and kindneſs. p. 130.. 


The 16th, That men are-not capable of Gods pardoning grace 
tall they have truly repented'themr of all their Sins, p. 130. 

Who that hatheyes inhis head dothnot fee, that theſe are 
all the ſame. | Once 
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Once more, The 21 ſt, pretended error is, That Faith 


juſtifies as it includes true holineſs in the nature of it. p, 221. 


The 22 d. That the Faith, that Fuſtifies a Sinner to fo high 
a priveledge as that of fnſtification, muſt needs be ſuch as com- 
plyeth with all the parpoſes of Chriſt's coming into the world, 
aud eſpecially with bis grand purpoſe , and 'tis no les neceflary 
that it ſhould juſtify as it doth this, p. 222. 

The 23d, That be wonders that any worthy man ſhould be ſo 


difficultly perfwaded to embrace this account of juſtifying Faith. 


p. 222, A ſpecial doftrize this doth he know what the word 
[ dottrine] means that makes rhis one ? - 

The 24th. That there can be no pretence for aman to think, 
that Faith ſbould be the condition or inſtrument of juſtification, 
as it complyet h with-ouly the precept of relying on Courifts merits 
for the obtaiming of it, p. 223, 

The 25th, That it « as clear as the Sun at noonday, that 
Obedience to the other precepts muſt gs before Obedience to this 
Po. 239315: | 

The 26th. T bat, he fbalt be his Apollo that can yive him a 
ſufficient reaſen, why juſtifying Faith ſhould conſiſt ih recumben- 
cy and relying on Chriſts merits for the pardon of Sin. p. 224.5 
This another ſpecial doctrine, And anon his foul dithoneſty 
in this ſhall be diſcovered. 

The 27th. That, he-will take the boldneſs to tell thoſe who 
are diſpleaſea with this account of To he; Faith, that in his 
opinion it is impoſſible they ſhould think, of any ether, Pp, 225. 
This a do&trine like the other two ; which no one of comme 
ſenſe would call fo, | 

Hereare ſeven more of hisDocrines that are all the fame, To 
which alſo may be added many more rhat are the very ſame, 
but I am/weary of this work ; and I thinkT have done fairly in 
tranſcribing theſe inſtances, whereby it is manifelt that ninereer 
of his nuraber are dwindled away into-almoſt but a poor three. 
And by theſe let the Reader j ud of the reſt,or rather let him 
Examine and compare them h1 
all conſcience of rhe ſame fair play ; and be ready to rake up his 
ſayingto the Shearer of the hoggs : A GrgaT CRY, But 
L11TTLE WOOL, D 2 Next 


elf, and he will ind enough in 
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Next after this doughty performance;our notable Muſter- 


maſter of damnable doarines thus accoſts his Reader. Rea- 
der, I have given thee here but a taſte of theſe things, and by 
my Book, but a brief reply to the errors, that e by hus hath 4+- 
vulged to the world, althovgh many more are by me refleited, 
than the Forty thou art here Pn with. But I muſt tell 
our haneſt Joh», that ſurely he never expected any other Rea- 
ders than the moſt arrant Blockheads, or he ( except he be ſo 
himſelf) would never have made them ſuch a preſent. And 
whereas he ſaith, he bath reflected many more, to pals by the 
non-ſenſe I will aſſure him, that after his rate of counting, 
if I may bur have the honour to ſerve him in compleating his 
Catalogue, it [hould ſcape we hard but I would advance Mr. 
F's, errors from ſo modeſt a number as. Forty to at leaſt 
Fomxr hundred. | : 

But I muſt have another xemark upon this goodly Cata- 
logue, namely, that f. B. hath very falſly repreſented, and 
more than ſo, invented DoQrines for Mr, F, which is the part 
of a maryellouſly honeſt man. as for inſtance , 


What think you of his very firit ; namely, That the fir/? 
Principles of Morals, thoſe firſt written in mens hearts are the 
eſſential, the indiſpenſable and fundamental points of the Goſpel. 
For this he cites p. $. 281, 282. But thcre is no ſuch thing, 
and all that can be gathered thence is but this, that theſe are 
Fundamentals, and in p.- 282. there is numbred with Righte- 
ouſneſs, Charity, &c, the preferring God and Chriſt 7eſus 
before all the world, and th is ſet before thoſe too. But 

. B, hath ſo worded this, as to make the Reader think thar 
ir. F. hath aſſerted ſo horrid a Doctrine, as that thoſe are 
the only Fundamentals of the Goſpel. But what Mr. F. doth 


_ aſſert, 7. B. if he be in his wits, whateyer he thinks, will 


not dare to deny. b 


The Second is like the Firſt; viz. That theſe firſt Principles 
are to be followed, principally as they are made kpown to 1s by 
| | the 
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the dittates of humane natare , and that this obedience is the 
firſt and beſt ſort of obedience that we Chriſtians can perform. 
Obſerve 1, That this is non-ſence, and no where written by 
Mr, F. he knows not what di&ates mean that faith, that the 
firſt principles are made known by them , For they are the 
ditates of humane nature -< axPey nt But 2. obſerve, what 
is far more unpardonable, that the whole is a pure forgery, 
conſult the place he reters to, p. 8, 9, 10. 


The Third, That there 1s ſuch a thing, as a ſoundneſs of ſoul, 3. 
and the Purity of the hamane nature in the world. This he 
cites p. 6, for, but neither there or elſewhere is this aſſerted 
otherwiſe than thus, That true holineſs is the parity of the 
humane nature, ana a ſound Complexion of Soul , now all that 
follows hence is, that where holineſs 1s, there is purity of 
nature, &c, that is, in what degree {oever a man is holy, his 
nature 15 pure : and doth not our Saviour intimate as much, 
when he calls holy men ( and that on this fide heaven too ) 
pure .in heart, /fatr.5. 8. what is the difference between 
purity of Nature, and purity of hear: ? But the vileſt thing 
is this, that 7. B. would by wording it thus make the Rea- 
der believe, that Mr. F, denyes the corruption of nature , as 
will be feen anon, 


Y% 


The very next again 1s his pure invention, viz, That the +, 
Law in the firſt Principles of it is more obliging on the hearts of 
Chriſtians, than ts that of coming to God by Chriſt, p.7,8,9,10. 
Mr. F. abhors this doctrine, nor is there any thing in thoſe 
37 or any other'pages of his {aid ro tempt any well-minded man 
v3 to gather ſo wretched an Inference from it. The moit that 

is ſaid concerning going to God by Chriſt 1s but this, that tis a 
auty enjoyned by a divine poſitive Law not by the law of nature , 
dl ot all meal hope 7. B. won't ſay it is, who'( like a 
wofully ig,orant Creature ) ſo often ſpeaks contempruoully 
of this Law. But becauſe Mr, F. ſaid ſome pages before, 
* thatthe law of uature is of an eternal and indiſpenſable obli- 
2 Sation, bur not. politive laws, he faitens on him that. wicked 
2068 Doarine $ 
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Do&rine ; whereas nothing more, ſo mach as ſeem; to fol- 
low from thence, than that, rherefore God can diſpenfe with 
our obedience to his poſitive laws, not that we are leſs ob. 
liged to obey them than the laws of nature, while they are 
in force; and I never knew any man in the world that ever 
queſtioned rhis. | ; : 

Obſerve Reader, that this that he here ſo vilely abuſeth 
Mr, F, in, he repeats innumerable times over in his Book, 
and *tis one of the Blaſphemies he chargeth on him , but 
how dares that manlouk God in the face that is no more ten- 


der of his Brothers reputation, as ſo without any ground to 
accuſe him of the horridelt of all wickedneſles ? 


Again he invents the Tenth Error, viz. That Chriſt's ful- 
Flling the Law for us, was by giving more perfeG and higher 
inſtances of moral duties, than were before expreſly given, 
p. 17. Dothnot this man know thar he hath put in thele words 
F for ns ] and that Mr. F. did only repeat that of our Sayj- 
our, 1 came not to deſtroy the "Law but to fulfil it , and then 
expounded that word fxlfil by the word perfef?, intimating 
that the Greek, harh that ſigmificarion ; and adding in the 
margent that, in Rom. 15. Ig. and Col, I, 25, it is rendred 
to preach fully. | 


For another inſtance of his wicked dealing, take Error 
the 26. That he ſha! be his Apollo that can pive him a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon, why juſtifying Faith ſhould conſiſt in recumbency 
andtrelyance on Chriſt's merits for the pardon of Sins, p. 224, 
obſerve here the molt palpable knavery of this citation, 
I. He ſets down but one half of the Sentence, 2. The half 
he conceals 1s the principal; mark, this is Mr. F's whole 
ſaying; He ſhall be my Apollo that can give me 4 ſufficient 


reaſon, why juſtifying Faith onghr on) to conſiſt in recumbency 


and relyance on (,hbriſt's merits for the Pardon of Sin, and. not 


alſo os his power for the mortification of it : Ts not there a vaſt 
difference between this whole Sentence, and. his clipt one ? 


Bur 3. to make it ſound yet more odioully he leaves the word, 
| : the 
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the principal word [ only ] out of that part he fſers down; 
And he makes Mr. F. ſay, he fall be his Apollo that cax give a 
{ufficient reaſon, why juſtifying faith ſhould conſiſt in relyance 
on Chrift s merits ,, when his ſaying 15, ſhoxid ON LY conſiſt in 
relyance 01 Chriſt s merits, Ard caiilt thou think this, Reader, 
a wicked laying? 'Tis as wicked, as he that hath thus noto- 
rioully abuteq it 1s honeft : what but a dear love of ſin can 
make any vne have. a Jeſs value tor that grace of God, that 1s 
through Chritt diſcovered in killing .t, than for that grace 
that is expreſſed in the pardon of i? And what bat hypo- 
crifie can perſwade any man, that ir is not as neceflary a 
condition te our acceptance wh God to truit in Chrilt's 
power for the ſrrbduing of our lults, as in Chriſt's merits for 
the forgiveneſs of them, 


Another inſtance of this mans inſufterable baſcneſs is to be 
found in his 28, Citation, out of p. 225. The tmputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs confiſteth in dealing with ſincerely Righte- 
ous perſons, as if they were perfettly ſo; There my Geatle- 
man ſtops with an ©, and leaveth out the main buſineſs, 
If you conſult the place you'l tind this the left-out-part of the 
Sentence | for the ſake,and apou the account of Chriſt s Righte- 
oſneſs, ) I do not remember whether he hath it right any 
where in the body of his Book, bur if he hath ir ſignihes little, 
for he knew well enough that, where oze would read through 
( or any.conliderable_ part of ) his Book, very many would 
read this Catalogue in the front of .it , nor could he be igno- 
rant how much it is his intereſt that the Reader ſhould not ſee 
this part, and that he would bleſs hiraſelf that ?. Z. ſhould 
be ſo thameleſs a Creature, a5 toreckonchat up among Do- 
Rrines deſtructive of Chriſtianity , and much more; that he 
would {tand-amazed to-think, that Mr, F. ſhould be accuſed as 
a Trampler under foot of the bloud of the Son of God, ( as 
he is in the very Title page.) and an Idolizer of may's own 
Rightevuſneſs, when he aſſerts, that fancerely. Righteous 
Perſons are dealt with by God.as if they were perfectly 
Righteous, for the ſake of Chrilt's Righteouſneb, wo 

| | or 


Y 


” 
Þ 


25 


NJ 


& 
AvShj>,, 
o 185; 26606; « "= 
Ws $655 ers Rea... 
MN " EMEA 2 7s Pas, > Urs , 
td» ERS —*, Rb SO ane DK by 
0a BIR 0% penned XK, mo. *% 
. {2 Nd = 


Dirt wip't off, © 


For one more Inſtance take Error the Fifth, which I heed- 
leſly paſſed over, whenI wrote the firſt Four, bur tis time 
enough now to make f. B. molt dearly repent of his fathering 
that doctrine on Mr. F, It is this ; The Precept of _— ro 

0=- 


' God by Chriſt ts in its own nature 4 thing indifferent and a 


lutely conſidered, neither good nor evil, He knew how 'this - 
would be entertained, and that every body that thought him 
bur an indifferently honeſt man would cry out ſhame on the 
venter of ſuch an aſſertion , and he in his book doth on every 
turn make a fearful outcry with this dodrine, ſtopping his 
Ears, and-crying, Blaſphemy | Blaſphemy | But what if 'Mr. 
F. hath no ſuch paſſage in his whole Book ? What is 7. B. 
then? Reader, if he hath T'le be thy Bond-flave, + 7. B. re- 
fers thee to p.7, 8, 9. But ( as was before ſaid ) all that is 
faid of going to God by Chriſt is but rh4s, that ir is enjoyned 
by a Divine Poſirive Law, and who ever faid that it 1s enjoyn- 
ed by the moral Law? Now becauſe Mr, F. two pages 
before faith, that Poſitive Precepts are the declarations of the 
arbitrary will of God, whereby he reſtrains our liberty , for 


, great and wiſe reaſons, in things that are of an indifferent na- 


ture, aud abſolutely conſidered neither good nor evil ; he takes 


occaſion fromthence to Calummiate him by making bim affert 


a Doctrine, which doth not ſo much as fo/ow from any thing 
he hath written, What | becauſe the ohjefs of the Poſitive 
Precepts,or the things they Command, are ſaid to be in them- 
ſelves indiffcrent, &c, ( which every body faith as well as Mr. 
F. ) may it be inferred thence,that therefore any poſitive Pre- 
cept it ſelf is indifferent, and particularly that of coming to 
God by Chriſt ; whoſe Skull is ſothick as not to diſcern that 
this 15 mad arguing? Are Prerepts and the Objetts of them 
the ſame thing? But would the Reader know what is the 
worſt conſequence that follows from thence , I anſwer, not 
that any divine Precept can be in it (elf indifferent, much leſs 
that of going to God by Chriſt, is Blaſphemy I acknowledg 
moſt willingly, and ſo will Mr, F. too, to fay it is ; but this 
Gollows, that therefore going ro God by Chrift,confidered with- 
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out reſpe& to God's command that we ſhould do fo, is of an 
inditterent nature ; and did ever any mortal deny tais ? will 
7,B. himſelf ſay, that it would have beenourduty to go to 
God by Chriſt, although he had never declared it to be his 
will that we ſhould do 1o, although God had never ordained 
him to be our Mediator. And though God's ordaining that 
Chriſt ſhould be ſo, was a declaration of his infinite Wiſdom 
as well as goodneſs, yet dare any ſay that God was bound to 
ir ( that is betore he had bound himlelr ) and that God had 
been unwiſe, or unjuſt, and unholy, it he had not -appointed 
Chriſt our Mediator >? But the duties of the law of Nature 
ſuch as loving of God, Jultice, Mercy, &«c, theſe are fuch 
as it would dilparagz God's holineſs to give men liberty. ro 
perform them br not, God cannot, that is, he cannot 3i// 
to give us leave to be diſobedient to him, to hate him or not 
to love him, to be unjuſt ( that ts to rake away from another 
what is his, he nor firit altering the property and making it 
none-of his) or to commit murther,, that 1s, ro kill our 
neighbour- our of malice, &c. Contradictions are not ob- 
jects of any Power, and 'tis the greateſt of Contraditfons 
that a Creature can be under no obligation to love and honour 


| his Creator, &c. And therefore ſeeing God hath made his 


Son Jeſus Clirilt our Mediator, and told us ſo, the law of 
Nature it ſelf ow commands us to go to God by him, be- 
cauſe it 'commands us. to obey God in all things, ( nothing 
being more a natural diate, than that God mutt be univer- 
ſally obeyed ) but if God had done otherwile, if he had never 
ſignified it to be his Pleaſure that Chriſt ſhould mediare be- 
twecnhimand us, no dictate of nature would have told us 
that we ought to goro God by him, nor could it have been 
our duty, : I ſhould be aſhamed ro infiit fo long upon lo plain 
a thing, But I hope my Reader will excuſe me, when he con- 
ſiders whom Ideal with. | 

I now challenge. this man ro make one tittle more than 
what I have ſaid of any thing Mr. F. hath written coacerning 
Going to:God by Chriſt, but this is no more than every man 
in his wits will readily afſent to. | 


Dirt wip't off, 
I alſo appeal to thoſe that are moſt ford of this 7. B, whe- 
ther or no he dues not moſt barbarouſly abuſe Mr. F. in 
making ſuch hideous clamours as he doth of his Blaſphemous 
Dorines, and moſt of all of this ? I appeal even to the moſt 
prejudiced of all his profelyres, and defire them to take a 
meaſure of his Conſcience and Sincerity by theſe doings, 
Moſt of the things I have laid to his charge you ſee are the 
plaineſt matters of fa&, the truth of which any one will pre- 
tently perceive that compares his repreſentation of Mr. F's. 
Dodrines with the Book out of which he pretends he had 
them. But 'tis no wonder that he thar caſts ſuch baſe Slurs 
on all Righteouſneſs but what's impntarive ( as . B. doth in 
abundance of places in his Book Y thould make any bones of 
theſe matters , yet I cannot bur admire that fo inſolently proud 
3 Creature as he is fam'd to be, ſhould have no more con- 
cern for his own reputation, than to publiſh ( ro call a Spade, 
a Spade ) ſuch manifeſt and apparent lies, God keep us from 
that Religion that gives liberty to luch things as theſe, 
| Thus, Reader, I have given thee, I think thou wilt ſay, a 
ſufficient raſte both of this mans groſs ignorance, and unchrij- 
{tian Spirit, and I aſſure rhee I have remarkt upon nothing 
in his account of Mr. F's. Dotrines deſtructive of Chriſti- 
anity, but what obvioully occurred to me, but Tle warrant 
thee if, ( when thou haſt nothing elſe ro do ) thou'lt conſi- 
der them thy ſelf, thou wilt find that I have lett thee ſcope 
enough for more diſcoveries of f. B's. honeſty and in- 
genuuty. FAA 
And who now ſees not,that the Holy Scriptures themſelves 
cannot be ſecure from being charged with a great number of 
1mpious and blaſphemous nar) wah by this p.eſwnptionus 
man, ſhould his impudence once riſe ſo high as to deal by 
them, as he hath done by the Sayings of Mr, F. Indeed to 
ſerve their own turns of them, neither he ( as I canlargely 
ſhew ) nor others like him, do ſtick at ſo ſerving the Sacred 
Oracles , and no body can warrant us that they thall never be 
ſo fearfully audacious,as to make uſe of the ſame wicked arts 
to renger they as hateful tothe world, as they endeavour to 
| make 
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make thoſe pious books and men,that diſcover the extreme 

naughtineſs of rheir Principles and Pra&tices. The Apoſtle 

hath told us, that Evil men and Seducers ſhall wax worſe and 

woe: and, if ſo, God alone can tell us where they [hall 
OP. | 


If any Reader now expects that T ſhould next proceed to 
examine the book it ſelf, I muſt rel] him I have done enough 
in all reaſon to make him perceive without farther aſſiſtance, 
how . B. from the beginning to the end hath bewrayed his 
ignorance and diſhoneſty, | 

For though he pretends to have confuted effeRually the 
Do&rines he fo rageth againſt, this is the Sum of his whole 
performance. | 

1.. Spitting his venome at them all in general. 

2. Urging wofully filly arguments againſt ſeveral of them, 

3, Wretchedly miſreprefenting many of them : putting 
them into Bears Skins and then rudely baiting them, 

4. Making Doctrines for Mr, F. which he never dream" 
of: Serting up men of Straw and then fighting with them, 

5. Exclaiming and raving at the molt horrible rate againſt 


Mr. F's. Perſon, 
6. Intermixing a many non-ſenſical and wicked opinions 


of his own, 

7. Running over and over innumerable times the very 
fame things. | | 

Now for the Firſt, Fifth, Sixth, I will give more than a 
taſte of them togerher in the cloſe of all. 

And as for the Seventh, viz. his running over and over the 
very ſame things, it cannot be expected that I ſhould do any 
more than deſire the Reader, it he won't believe me, to re- 
' ceive ſatisfaction from his own eyes. PE 

So that it-may be thought there remains »ow to ſhew the 
Second, Third and Fourth, but the Third and Fourth I have 
already ſhewn ſufficiently in roo many inſtances for his credit, 
and a great part of his Pamphlet is founded upon thoſe "ery 
inventions and miſrepreſentarions of his that have been dil- 


E 2 __ covered; 
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| Dirt wip't off, 
bY = 
1? covered ; and for the Second, zz. the arguments he urgeth +. 
apainſt ſeveral of Mr. F's. Doctrines they are 10 milerably Y 
Silly, that they deſerve not to have one line beſtowed upon 
them, | E- 
Bur vet becauſe 1-will chuſe rather to offend on the right M7 
than-on the /eft hand, I will as brictly as nay be, ſhew both 28 
how unable. and urwilling this poor man 4810 GO Mr. F, right 2 
in ſeveral other particulars, and al 0 anſwer thole arguments GE 
whereby he oppoſeth his main DoQrines, by 
After he had begun his Pamphlet with a moſt obligingly Ss 
civil Addrefs to his beloved Mir, F. ( which ſhall be ſeenanon) . # 
he next falls foul upon his Deſcriptions of Holinels,and not to £Y 
%. | take notice of the failure of ſenſe in his Setting down the Se- My 
cond and Third, as not deferving the name of faults in this 2 
Þ man, he claps in between the Third and Laſt, one of his '8 
= own deviſing. Tos farther (faith he) callit a Principle or 2 
b habit cf Soul orioizally diftates of humane natxre. Protound bot 
: ſenſe believe it ! Butto paſs this by too, he cites p. 8. for ir, I. 
5 But what is there faid is only this, that the Divine Moral TE 
: laws are either thoſe that were firſt written in mens hearts, and 2 
3 origizal,y dittates of humane nature, or- neceſſary concluſions | . 
os and deductions from thern. So that Holineſs and the Moral PI 
| laws are with him the ſame. This I will not alſo charge 7 
3 de poprs but on his woful ignorance. You ſee he is In 
Wi 2 o uſed ro talk and fcrible' non-ſenſe, that he cannot eaſily * 
I write ſenſe when prepared to his hand, and therefore we may _ 
: gueſs how well he #ngerſtands it, Is not this a right good! {UN 
| | Tool to make a Preacher of? But who ſo bold as. blind G 
| Bayard. Next oblerve that 9 
| 5: 
ij I. From Mr, F's. Deſcriptions of Holineſs by an Healthful 
"P - Complexion of Soul, and the Purity of the hamane nature, 
'- | he would make us believe he hath aſſerted that mens natures 
i | q  fince the fall ( as I have already intimated ) continue found 
= . and whole and thereupon cryes out that no man by nature hath F* 
T7 - | a ſounaneſs in him, and ſets himſelf to prove the corruption w= 
-N 0 


nature, and a mighty bawling he makes about this. 
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But doth nor Wr. F, affirm, that men by their Apoſtaſie 

from God. and ſinking into Brutiſh ſenſuality, hawe ſaaly diſ- 

poſſeſſed themſelves of this moſt excellent temper, and are be- = 
come like the beaſts that periſh 2 This he doth prelently after | 


his Deſcriptions of Hol:neſs, Nay do:5 he not ſappoſe that 
bo this ſounudreſs and Parity is loſt, in' making it the deſign of 
his Book to demonſtrate that it was Chrilt's grand bulineſs 
on to reſtore ir ? 
-Þ | He ſaiththat this Parity and Healthful Complexion are things 2. "Y 
= 4 great way off from the Spirit of grace and the gracions \: 
1©-J workings of the Spirit , A fine chime | But doth nor Mr. F. | : 
4 inthe very tirit Page ſay, that the holinefs he fo deſcribes is a | : 
2 . complication of all the vertues ? whereby he underſtands what 'F 
AN the Goſpel doth by: vertres, viz. the graces of Gods holy | 
2 Spirit. Ard doth he nor ſay in his Detcriprtions of Holineſs, 
þ- that "tis ſach a temper of the iawwardman, as cauſeth men t1 be , 
bo att uated by all thoſe good kk ps that are made known by : 
£3 Revelation ; that is, to obey all the Laws of God, and are p 
2 not all the graces 07 the Spirit virtually: contained. in ſuch . 
% temper as cauſeth menſo ro do ? | 
E:- He faith, it muſt be concluded that the. Divine Nature Mr V. 3, 
Fi talks of , is noother than the dittates of humane nature, It T 
> this Fellow were now at my Elbow, 1. would know of: him b 
i what the word Dittates mears, 'tis plain that a Goole under- : 
FT ſtands that Phraſe as well as he ; and theretore he infers that b 
ls non-ſenſe from Mr, F's. Deſcriptions. But who ſees notthat { 
, that which 1s to be concluded from them 1n this good lene, > 
+ viz. That a Divine Nature doth enable him that 1s induea | 


with it, according to the meaſure he hath of it, to obey not only 

the dictates of Nature, but alſo whatſoever laws are made 
ZE yo wn by Divine Revelation.. .B, could not but know this, 
= if he ever conſidered thoſe deſcriptions, and if he did nor, 
F. what a ſad Creature is he to; undertake ( 1 won't fay to cony 
Pe fute ) but to iaveigh againſt them, | 
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After he had ſpent almoſt another Page again in crying out 


* of the Corruption of nature, and bringing Scripture ro prove 


it, as if Mr. F. had moſt plainly deried what he as. plainly 


aſſ-rts as words cando it, he comes to theſe words in one of 


the deſcriptions | kreps his ſupreme faculty, mmit's throne |] 
&c. and faith, that they ſuppoſe it tis within the Power of a 
mans own ſoul always to bo Sin out of it ſelf, &C, 

But can he think that theſe words ſuppole it, when 1. Mr. 
F. makes holineſs the effe&t of God's grace and Spirit, not 


ofa mans own power. 2. When he doth deny any ſuch thing 


45 perfett holineſs in this life, p. 27. And 3, When he faith 


immediately after his Third deſcription, thar ſo far forth as 


holineſs is vigorous and predominant in men, it cauſeth them 
to perform good ations, and forbear the contrary. | 

All this lamentable ſtuff is in the rwo firſt Pages, Bur I 
have ſomething elfe to do than thus to trace him to the end, 
for 'tis all alike : and therefore I can look for no other, ſhould 
I do to, from all wiſe men, than to be call'd fool for my 
pains. I will therefore only take notice of thoſe things that 
he builds moſt noiſe upon. 

After adeal of hideous non-ſenſe, and running over the 
fame things again and again, he faith in p. 13. 


That this Righteouſneſs, as Mr. F. hath deſcribed it, is 
not that which juitificth us before God. 


Becauſe it is our own, and tells us, that there 5s the riphte- 


onſneſs of men, and the righteouſneſs of God. But is that 


Righteouſneſs our 0+ that is wrought in us by God's Holy 
Spirir ? Is nor that God's righteouſneſs which is the effeRt of 
God's grace ? who Tees not that it is? And therefore his Ci- 
tation of Phil. 3,9. will do him no ſervice; for S. Pan! 
meant no other there, by his ewn Righteouſneſs which is of 
the Law, than that which conſiſted in the obſervance of the 
prrely Jewiſh Law , which he calls his ow» righteouſneſs be- 
cauſe he could obtain it by his own natural power, it con- 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. 


ſiſting of external performances. Ard by the Righteouſneſs 
of God by Faith in the next verſe, he means the righteoul- 
neſs of the new Creature wrought in him by God's Holy Spi- 
rit , through Faith in Chriit's Goſpel ; And fo the Apoſtle 
explains himſelf in the following words: That 1 may kaow 
him ard the Power of his Reſarrettton, &c,——- That 15, that 
I may know the power of his Reſurre&ion in raiting me up 
to newnels of life, and of his death, in mortitying all my luſts, 
And whereas he abufeth Rom. 10. 3. to the ſame purpoſe, 
take notice that their own Righteouſneſs there, is no other 
than that the unchriſtian Fews gloried 1n, as that by which 
alone they expected juſtification and eternal Salvation , and 
tis the ſaine with that in the Phzlipprans, - : | 


He faith, The Righteouſneſs Mr,F. hath deſcribed i the 
Righteouſneſs of the Moral Law only, 

Burt I fay, that his general Deſcriptions take in the Righte- 
oulneſs of the Goſpel roo, Tis faid that 'tis ſuch a difpolition 
and temper of the inward man, as cauſeth men to be under 
the power of all practical principles made known by Revela- 
tion ; andall-the Laws ol the Goſpel, I hope, are ſuch. And 
Mr, F. abundaritly ſheweth, that this Righteouſneſs is by 
the Faith of Jeſus Chriſt, (that is, by effetually believing 
Chrilt's Goſpel ) in ſhewing what an admirable inſtrument 
the Goſpel is tro work this Right.ouſneſs, And this is an 
anſwer to the text quoted out of Romw.-3. 21. | 

Mark. by the way, ag takes Faith {till for nothing elſe 
but a bare relying on the merits or righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
which any preſumptious wretch may do , but I will make 
it good againſt men of an hynared times his abUities ( if it be 
poſiible any ſuch ſhould be ot his mird ) that the ryve Chriſti- 
an Faith is ſuch a Belief of the dottrine of the Go/vel, as implyerh 
an hearty complyance with ak its Precepts;, whereoi that of 
relying on Chrift s merits is ore, and bxt one. 


He faith, the Righteouſneſs Mr F. hath Wefcribed can't jwſtifie 


befare God becay(e of its imperfettions : aud then follows aro: her 
Page, 


$i 


1a 
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Dirt wip't off, 
- withintwo or three lines, ſpent in provingand Crying 
ouvof the corruption of nature," 1n the midlt of which he 
brings Gal. 2. 16. to prove that his aſſertion; where he ſaid 
tis, By the works of the Law ſhall no fleſp living be juſi ified, 
But I have rol4 tne Reader already that Mr. F. never af- 
firmed, bur abſolutcly denyeth juſtihcation by any thing but : 
the Faghteouſneſs of Chritt only as a meritorioxs caulce , and 4 
he holds the true living Faith to juſtity as a Conartion, With- 
7 out which no man by the Right-outneſs 0. Chriſt ſhall be 
jultifed, Ard whereas the Apoltle faith, by th- works of 
the law none itall be jullified, his meaning 15 that none ſha[l 
be juſtified by the merit of them, nor yet in any lence by 
, them conſidered as oppoſed to the obedience of the Golpel, 


He Saith, the Righteonſreſs which Mr. F. hath deſcribed 
can't juſtify becauſe 'ris not of fairy, This he proves from 
Gal. 3.12. The Law is not of Faith, 

The meaning of that place is, the law makes no account 

- of Faith, alluws no juſtification but on conc1tion of legal 
obedience ; as the following words ſhew, bat he that aoth 
; them ſhall live in them, But now the Righteouſneſs Mr, F, 
i hath deſcribed dorh make account of faith, it cauſing men to 
comply with a/ Divine Revelations, and therefore with the 

Goſpel. . | 
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0. He faith p, 18. that there are three things eſſential to 
Goſpel Holineſs, of which Mr, F's Deſcriptions are utterly 
deftitute. The Holy Ghoſt : Faith in Chriſt : «A new heart. 

'N T he Holy Ghoſt. . Burt Mr. F. hath thewn that this Riglite- 
oulneſs cannot be obtained without the aſliftarce ofthe Holy 
Ghoſt, Bur 'tis falſe and nonfenſe to ſay the Holy Ghoſt is 

1 'of the Eſſence of Righteouſuels, and therefore that he ought 

i 0 be pur into the definition of it ; He may as well ſay, that 

a man 1s fallly deſcribed, when he 1s ſaid to be 4 Reaſonable 

Creature indued with a Soul and Body, becaule God his Crea- 

t0r is left our of the deſcription. 
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As for Faith in Chriſt , T have again and again ſhewed 
that it is manifeſtly contained in Mr. F's deſcriptions, 

And then for anew heart and a new Ffþirit, What difference 
is there between theſe and Purity of nature, and a Sound 
complexion of Soul, and 4 Divine or Godlike nature? doth 
not every body know that theſe arc but ſeyeral expreſlions 
of the very ſame thing ? 


33 
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J P. 23 He inveighs againſt Mr. F's ſaying, that it was 
(hriſt's main errand to eff ett our deliverance out of that ſin- 
fal ſtate we had brought our ſelves into, and fo to put us again 
into psſſeſſion. of the holineſs that we had leſt, By this you lee 
he was not ignorant, that Mr, F. aſſerted the corruption of 
nature, for all his baſe ſuggeſtions ro the contrary. vo 
Now ſaith he, 1 world have the Reader take notice that in 
this laſt clauſe [to put us again into poſſeſſion of that holineſs 
which we had loſt | is the Summ of all his large Deſcriptions, 
and the Holineſs he contends for is only that which was in 
Aadam before the fall, 
I anſwer that it is the ſame, the very ſame for ki»d ; but in .; 
what degree Adam was holy is unknown to us, 
This 15, at leaſt, without diſpute that he was perfettly in- 
"ocent, and was allo” indued with a Principle of Holineſs 
and ſuch powers, as whereby he could improve that principle 4 
to as preat a heighth as humane nature was capable of, £ 
True holineſs or inward real Righteouſneſs was ever one and þ 
the fame in its own nature ; it was never nor ever can be : 
(. any other than ſuch a temper of ſoul as cauſerh an affetionate £ 
P and hearty-complyance with all goodneſs, and an abhorrerce 7 
and deteſtation of all wickedneſs ; which 15 the Sum of all Mr- ; 
F's deſcriptions of ir, In ſhort, it 1s the image of the inh- 
0 nitely holy God in man, -and what God's Holineſs is we may 
learn from ſuch ſcriptures as theſe, The Righteous Lord 
loveth Righteouſneſs, &c, He is of purer eyes than to behold. 
iniquity, The Lord is juſt in all his waies, The wicked and 
him that loveth violence his ſoul hates. The Lord is merciful 
and gracious, long ſuffering and abundant in Goodneſs ang truth, 
God cannotlye, &c, F Now 
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Now this Holineſs 1s in God Origina/'y, he is an inexhan- 
{ible fountain of Goodaefs, nay h- 15 holineſs itſelf, holineſs, 9] 


as 'tis in him, 15 his very nature ard effence ; But in all crea- IF 
tures, whether Angels or Men, it is by way of derivation £ 
from him. Now obſerve, the Hojineis that was in Adam 7 
was the image of God , God made him after his own image, 
and take notice again, that the Holineſs of the Goſpel is of | 


the ſame nature is ſhewed by St. Pal, Eph, 4. 24. He there Tl 
Exhorting Chriſtians to holineſs, exprefſeth himfclf thus : *Y 
And that ye put on the new man which after God (or after the 


image of God, or like to God ) i Created in Righteouſneſs © > 

% and true bolineſs, And again he plainly intimates and- more 2 
; than intimates too, that the Holineſs of the Goſpel is the 
3 ſame with that mankind hath /oft, in the verſe immediately 
F foregoing, And be renewed in the Spirit of your minds. What 53 

; is It fo ja renewed but to recover our former {tate or that be 


which was /oft ?. Laſtly, Holineſs is deſcribed by Mr. F, by 3 
a Divine and Godlike nature,and {o the Apoſtle Peter calls 
the Goſpel Holineſs, 2 Per. 1.4. Now what is the difference 
between a divine of Godlike nature, and the image of God? bur 
* Obſerve I ſay once more God made Adam after his own Image, Gey. 
thathecha- 1,27, What is clearer than all this? Not the Sun at noon. 
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 - 5 pag: * But Jet usnow ſee the goodly Argument whereby this 7-- | 
- duce bur #0ramus endeavours to overthrow this Doctrine, | 
b, one piece _ 
| rn ons. I. Saith he, Adam before the fall even in his beſt and moſt ſin- z 


: leaft joke Teſs eftate was but a pure natural man, which he explains thus, 

b ord: 's Fauſt ng of body and ſoul, and in this mans heart Gd did alſo 
/ proof, that Write the law, that is (ſaith he ) the firſt principles of morals. 
wy chritcame But doth not every man fince the fall conſiſt of body and ſon! ? 


"I door and does not the law {till continue written in the hearrs of 


MN 
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: wehad loſt; Men ? Doth not the Apoſtle ſay concerning the very heathens 

B p. 36. and Rows, 1. T hat they having not the law are alaw to themſelves, 
Ht I thnkI ayxd that they ſhew the work of the Law written in their Heart-, 
* _ 4 ki. &c ? Was Adam no more than this comes to ? Yes he adds 
J challenge, £00 ( for I will do him no wrong as wicked:y injurious as he 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preachex. 
is to Mr, F.) that Adam was made of God ſinleſs. But are 


not all Brutes finleſs too? So that according to this Doctrine, 
E” we now diftzr from Adam before the fall in nothing but 
what every beaſt it ſelf hath, But let this man know, that 


Z5 


B- God did not only write the law in Adams heart, bur alſo 

go indued him with a principle whereby he was enabled to yield 

" perfect obedience to that law, and this by his fall he loſt, 

8 Next ſee what folly he diſcovers in proving this grols afſ-r- | 
tion concerning Adam, he doth it by that of the Apoſtle 1 of / 


*Y - Cor, 15, 45. and thus he ſets it down, The firſt Adam was ; 
; made a living Soul, howbeit that was not firſt which was ſpiri-- ; 
tual, but that which was natural, and afterwards that which is ; 
bi Spiritual, The firſt man is of the earth earthy, Obſerve 1. h - 
z He faith, that here Adam is ſaid to be but a natural man, even 
'* in his firft and beſt eſtate earthy when compared to Chriſt , or 
A with them that believe in Chrif, So that he makes Chriſt and 
- them that believe in Chriſt the ſame, for Adam is here 
> only compared with Chrift, 2. that which the Apolte 
: ſpeaks only ny body, this 7. B. underſtands 
| concerning his ſoul. This I never heard of any one that once : 
4 doubred, and no one caz that underſtands ſenſe, if he reads that 
Chapter, or but the context of thoſe words, The Apoſtle . 
makes it his buſineſs in that 15th to the Corinth, to prove the 
doQrine of the Reſurrection; and from verſe 35, ſhews 
what bodies Chriſtians ſhall rife with; and having ſaid that 
the body ts ſownin corruption and raiſed in incorruption, ſen in 
diſhonowr raiſed in glory, ſown in weakneſs raiſed inpower, he 
adds v. 44 it is ſown a nattral body;jit i; —_——— body: 
there is a natural body, (that is an animal , for ſo the 
word in the Greek t1gnifies, that is, a body that needs meat 
and drink,) and there is a ſpiritual body, or a pure fine im- 
mortal body thar needs neither, Now follows that which 7, B. 
hath cited, And ſoit is written, the firſt Adam was made a li- 
wing Soul, the laft Adam was made a quickning Firit (which 
words he hath left out) howbeit that was not #f which is not 
Spiritual, but that whichis natural, and after that which ts 
Spiritaal, (that is the animal body was firſt, and afterwards 
2 tis 
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Dirt wip't off, + 
"tis to be changed into a Spiritual body ) the firſt man 1s of the 
Sarth Earthy,&c. that 15 the brit mans body was ſo, for h's 
Soxl ( as the hiſtory of his creation tells us > was not from 
the earth. And whereas Adam is ſaid to be made a Living 
Sol, the word WDI Soul is by a Metonymy very often uſed 
to ſignifie the body, and thar not only [iving but deag too, 
ray, the breath, and the blond alſo ; of. thele {1gnifications. of 


it I can give abundance of inſtances out of the Holy Scrip- 


tures, but 'tis ſo well known,that FE will not loſe one moment 
upon it, And whereas the Second Adam is called in oppo- 
{tion to the Firſt a quickning Spirit, that is, he is a quickner 
of dead bodies. But now, what is all this to G B's, purpoſe ? 
he might as well have quoted for it; in the beginning Goa 
created the Heavens and the Earth, And in interpreting thoſe 
word: as he hath done, he hath put as greatan Abuſe upon the 
Apoſtle as he hath done, upon himſelf, that is, made him a 
molt wretched arguer, Youſee again, what a ſad Soul this 
1510 take upon him to be a-publick Teacher, he that ſo abuſerh 
the molt plain Scriptures in Print,  ( as I can ſhew he doth ina 
vaſt multitude of inſtances beſides this ) what woful work may 
we conclude he makes with them in his ridiculous Preach- 
ments, 


He faith, rhat Adam in his beſt and moſt ſinleſs eſtate was 
a Type and Figure, a Type and Figure doubtleſs in his finleſs 
ana holy eſtate, a Type or Figure of the —_ Chriſt. 
This muſt be raken upon his own word, he faith doxbrleſs 'tis 
ſo, but gives not one word of proof. But ſuppoſe it were 
ſo, it would be nothing to his purpoſe. , would this-prove 
that Adams holineſs was of a different kind from the Holineſs 
of Chriltians, or of Chriſt either ? but I ſay doubrleſs it is 
ot ſo, we only read that he was in his fallen eſtate a figure : 
And that is in Rom, 5. 14. By Figare there is meant the 
oppoſite member in a compariſon, and there the Reader may 
ſre how Adamang Chriſt are compared. 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher, 


He faith, the holineſs that was in Adam and we loft in him, 
was ſuch as ſtood in,and was manared by his natural 7 ga Com- 
plyance with a covenant of works. On the other ids of the 
leaf, he would acknowledge no more than that Aaam had the 
law written in his heart, now we fee he grants that he per- 
tectly complyed with that law; how thick is his ignorance 
that knows not the difference between theſe two ! But what 
again is this to the purpoſe 2 Why, 1. faith he, Adams holi. 
neſs was a natural perfett complyance, &c, But prithee f, B, 
IS it ever the worle for being: natural, is not the holineſs of 
the good Angels, natural ro them? nay, is not the Holineſs 


of God natural to him ? or is it therefore of a different kind <= 


from the holineſs of Chriſtians, becauſe therrs is not natural ? 
I ſhould affront my Reader,ſhould I goabout to prove to him; 
that the different manner of receiving theſe 2o doth not make 
them to be of a different nature : Becauſe Adam was created 


"with his Holineſs, and the holineſs of the Goſpel +is by re- . 


generation or 4 new-birth, are they not therefore of the ſame 
kind? 2, He ſaith, that the Covenant (hriſt brings in is a 
better Covenant than Adams, 4 bleſſed Covenant of grace, and 
he poſſeſſeth his children with the holineſs and privileages of that 
(covenant. But I fay, the holineſs that Chriſts Covenant of 
grace requires, is of the ſame nature with that + required in 
the Covenant of works, but the difference 1s, the condition 
of the former.is rrxe holineſs, aud that of the latter is perfect 
holineſs : by virtue of the former ſincerity 1s accepted, and by 
virtue of the latter nothing ſhort of pertection, and ſo the 
holineſs of the one and the other differ only in orgreet and 
the holineſs required by the Covenant of works is fo far from 
being meayer, that 'tis as much above that which the Covenant 


of grace accepts, as perfe&ion.is above ſincerity. 


He faith, the holineſs that was in adam, aud that we loſt by 


the fall, was ſuch as might ſtand with perfett ignorance of the 
mediation of Chriſt , for Chriſt was not maae —_ to Adam 


as a Saviour before he was a Sinner. 


What . 
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Dirt wip't off, 
What ſtuff is here again? Doth this make the one and the 
other holineſs to be of a different nature? And was Adams 


Holineſs ever the worſe becauſe ir ſtood with perfect 1gno- - 


rance of Chriſt's mediation? Nay, it was therefore far betrer 
than we can attain to in th life becauſe he needed no media- 
ror, 


He faith, the Holineſs that was in adam was never given 
him through the promiſe, nor inconraged by the promiſe. Adam 
had no promiſe te poſſeſs him with a principle of holineſs , it came 
to him by Creation, neither had he any promiſe to ſtrengthen 
or incourage him in Holineſs. : 

Bur 1, How doth he know he was not incouraged by a 
Promiſe? if God did make him a promiſe was he bound to 
tell us ſo? 2, There was a promiſe that if he did not eat of 
the tree he ſhould live, implyed in the threatning, that if he 
did eat he ſhould die. 3. Bur ſuppoſe this to be true, what is 
irtothe purpoſe ? and what doth it make for him to ſay that 
Adam's holineſs was not given him throughthe Promile, bur 
by Creation,when ( as was faid ) a different manner of obtain - 


- ing athing makes no change in the nature of the thing it ſelf. 


Laſtly, He ſums up all this ſottiſh prate together,and there- 
by expreſſeth his brutiſh contempt of the Holineſs we have 
loſt. Ina word ( faith he) it was 4 nataral, ſhadowiſh, old 
(ovenant promiſeleſs Holineſs ſuch as flood and might be walked 
in while he ſtood perfettly ignorant of the Mecbbator Chriff. 
You ſee Reader, what a vile obje&t of contempt he makes 
himſelf. | 


He next (p. 26. ) quarrels with that Saying before the 
Deſcriptions of holines, namely, that the holineſs that's the 
deſign of Chriſtianity u not ſubjetted in any thing without us, 
mor # made ours by a mere external er outward application. 
To-this he faith, 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. 


by the imputation of the glorious-Righteonſneſs,that alone reſeaeth 
in the perſon of the Lord feſus, and that is made ours by an Act 
of Eternal Grace, we reſting upon it by the faith of Chriſt, 


Here's malice with a witnels ? Do:s not he know that. 


Mr, F. hath afſerted the impuration of Chrilt's Righteoul- 
neſs, and that the worlt he faith is, that "tis not the »/rimare 
end of Chriſtianity, but that 'tis deligned in order to the 
promoting of inward: holineſs, as all Chriſtian Priviledges 
are? And does he not therefore know, that when Mr, F. 
faith,that the Holineſs that is the deſign of Chriſtianity is ſuch 
as he there affirms, ' that he means by the delign the chief and 
main, or the deſign by way of eminence ? He that hath read 
but the Title page cannot but ſee this , for he interprets there 
the Deſign of Chriſtianity by ultimate End and grand intend- 
ment, One may ſufficiently underſtand the naughtinels of this 
mans $pirit by this one inſtance, 

By the way, I mult tell the Reader, that whereas Mr, F. 
doth ſomewhere in his Book call Holynels the oxely delign 
of Chriſtianity, he muſt needs be moſt difingenuous that can 


interpret that [” ozely ] ſo ſeverely as to exclude all other ends, 


the whole buſineſs of the Treatiſe being ro demonltrate it to 


| be the ultimate or laſt end, that rs, in reference to men, and 
no man can think that he would any where aſſert more than he 


deſigned to prove. And he could mean no more by evely, 
than as in common Speech it is very ordinarily uſed, that is, 


for ſpecial or principal. And ſo the Reverend and Learned 


Mr. Baxter hath expounded the word in defence of Mr. 
Fowler. | | 

Theſe are his words, where he and others do ſay, that 
Holineſs is the only deſign of the Promiſes, &c. Tou muſt not 
interpret them too ſeverely, nor ſuppoſe them to ſpeak, properly, 
or accurately , but | onely |] 1s an hyperbolical expreſſion, 
as many uſe the word | infinite ) as an attribute of created 
things, &c. | - 


This, 


T hat theſe words ſecretly ſmite at the jaſtification that comes 
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This 7. B. faith, Bat if the Holineſs Mr. F, ſpeaks of be 
not [ubjetted in any thing without us ; then it not of all that 
fulneſs which it pleaſed the F ather ſhould dwell in ws : For the 
Holineſs and. Kighteouſneſs, even the inward Righteonuſueſs 
that is in the Saints , it ts none other than that which dwelieth in 
the Perſon of the Son of God in heaven, 


Now, Reader, thou underſtandcſt what a Ranting eAnti- 
yomian this man is, or rather ( if he knows what he faith ) 
a down right Ranter. For this moſt abominable aſſertion he 
brings 7oh» 1.16.of his fulneſs we all receive and grace for grace. 
But would any one that hath the leaſt of Sobriery have under- 

Rood this Text otherwiſe than thus ; viz. Chrift is 4 bounts- 
ful beſtower of grace on his, elpecially when "tis not ſaid, we 
all receive his fulneſs, but we receive of ( or from ) his ful- 
neſs, as the Greek Prepoſition fignit es. 

Obſerve here that this monſtrous piece of 1mpudence faith, 
that the Saints on earth are as perfectly holy as Chriſt himſelf, 
in aſſerting that their holineſs and righteouſneſs is none other 
than that which dwelleth in the Perſon of the. Son of God in 
Heavesx. Now I will cry Blaſphemy too, and that upon moſt 
juſt grounds, There is alſo another place he abuſeth to fa- 
vour this Blaſphemy, viz, 1 fohn 2. 8, but let the Reader 
ſee how that makes for him, I ſedately, and without the leaſt 
inclination to paſſion, profeſs, that I cannot remember I 
ever knew ſuch a ſhameleſs abuſer. and perverter of the holy 
Scriptures inall my dapes. 

But I wonder how he came here to eſcape that Text, Eph. 
I. 19. That you may be filled with the fulneſs of God , where, 
by f=lneſs of God, we muſt underſtand that heighth of grace 
to which God deligneth to raiſe Chriſtians ; as the Righreon- 
eſs of God figniheth ( as I ſhewed ) the Righteouſneſs that 
is the effe&t of Gods grace and Spirit : but according tothis 
7.B's. wild rate of interpreting, the ſenſe of the words 
would be that ye may be Goddified, or be made God himſelf , 
which is a blaſphemy that any one but a very Devil would 

| | tremble 


in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher, 


tremble ar.the thoughts of, And I pray, Reader, how much 
ſhort of this do thoſe ſtrange words ot f. B's. come, which 
I find in p. 63. in heaven there ſhall not be in us a likeneſs onel) 
to, but the very nature of God, that is, ( if he underſtands that 
word ) the Eſſence and very Deity of God. 

And obſerve to thy amazement, that he proves this by 
Rom. 8.17, Heirs of Goa, and joynt Heirs with Chriſt, As if 
to be an Heir of God is to be an inheritour of his nature or 
Goahead ;, when ro be the Heir of a man,no fool wiil under- 
ſtand to be the Heir of his »atwre, bur 'of all or part of his 
eſtate and goods, It he ſhould think that thoſe words of $. 
Peter make for this horrid aſſertion; namely, that ye may be 
partakers of the Divine nature, let him know that the divine 
nature, ought to be rendred 4 divine ( that is, a God-like ) 
nature; and our Tranſlators meant no more ; though ( little 
thinking how wretches would abuſe it ) they put rhe for a. 

I would not fo far imitate this man in his molt ( not only 
»nchriſtian but alſo ) inhumane uncharitableneſs to Mr. F, 
as CeFtiinly to conclude him as bad as his laſt cired words make 
him ; but it they don't + neceſſarily ſpeak him gwlty of the 
higheſt i-piety, they demonſtrate him moſt wotully igneorarr, 
and therefore judge how dangerous a thing it mult needs be 
for ſuch a one to be ſuffered to preach the Goipel. 

If he ſhould ay, ( for I would prevent all his pleas for 
ſuch mad talk, ) that Chriſtians are ſaid to beeven in thzs lite 
the Temple of God and of the Holy Ghoſt, &c. a mere 
Novice in Chriſtianity can tell him, that the meaning of the 
Metaphor 1s, that they are by their ſpecial favoar and graces 
in the Church and in particular Chriſtians, not that the Di- 
vine Natureand Eſſence it ſelf can be otherwile there than in 
other places; whoſe brain :foatild a5not to apprehend the 
abſurdity and contradition of fuch an aſſertion? 

To ſay a word or two.more to his frantick doQrine of the 
Holineſs that is in the Saints ; he poſlibly may think that 
Eph. 1,17, is afriend to it, where 'tis ſaid, That Chriſt may 
Awell in your hearts by faith; But none .but a —_ that 


reads the foregoing verſe with it, can doubt that the Apoltle's 
TT G a meaning 


Dirt wip't off, 
meaning is any other than this, namely, That Chriſt may 
dwell by his Spirit, or the graces and frmits f his Spirit in your 
hearts, by or thrrugh faith or an eff ettual elicving the Goſpel , 
not by his individual Righteouſneſs imputed to them, or ac- | 
counted theirs, 


Bur laſtly to conclude this, let the Reader obſerve, thar 

there is ths poiſon alſo in thoſe words concerning the Saints 

Holineſs, namely, that there are no holy diſpoſitions wrongh, 

by the Spirit of God in them , for ( as was ſaid ) theſe are his 

| words, that eve» the inward Righteouſneſs that is in the Saints, 

H ir 15none other than that which dwelleth in the Perſon of the 

Son of God in Heaven, $0 that whatever for his credits ſake 

he acknowledgeth elſewhere, he profeſſcth here, that the on- | 

ly ſ!mrward Righteouſneſs or holineſs of the Saints 1s. but Þ 

Chriſt's impated . Righteouineſs ; which 1s to fay allo, that : 
they have no inward Holineſs at all. 


8. Then next,he puts as wicked'a ſenſe on the following words 
of Mr. F's. as he doth-on the abovelaid Scriptures, -namely 
theſe | But is originally. ſeated in the ſoul and Spirit , | and 
makes Mr. F. to ſay in them, that holineſs hath its original 
!rom 14 ; When the plain meaning is, that holineſs is firſt 
ſeated in the Soul it ſelf, not in the o#tward man, and ( as 
I have ſaid ) he dothas exprelly as is poſſible affert, that 
God's holy Spirit is the Seater of it there; and that thoſe 
that have it are beholden to Chriſt forir, I have ſhewed this 
over and over, 
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9, Again in the 27, page, he- proceeds to his accuſation of 
Mr, F. as affirming, that coming ro God by Chriſt is in itſelf 
and abſolutely corfidered an indifferent thing. This he faith 
follows from Mr. F's. ſaying, that poſitive precepts are ſo, 
in that he makes this a- poſitive Precept, But Mr, F. never 
aid poſitive Precepts are ſo, but the things injoyned by them. 
Now ſee how ignorantly he talks. 
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If (faith he ) it be bat indifferent in it ſelf, 'tis not of the 
ſabſtance of Chriſtianity, But he that is but one remove from 
a child can tell him, rhat this is an egregiouſly falſe conſe- 

uetice, To fay that a thing is in itfelfand abſolutely conſi- 
ered indifferent is, ( as hath already been ſhewn } only to 
fay, that 'tis ſo conſidered withour reſpe& to the command 
of God, butthe command of God hath made going ro him 
by Chriſt a duty of abſolute and indiſperfable neceſſiry,and ſuch 
a grand fundamental and effenrial of the Goſpel, as that there 
is none greater : So that 'ris damnable for any one to whom 
the Goſpel is revealed to omit this duty, 


He ſaith, that ar indifferent thing in it ſelf 11 next tonothing, 
and then the blond of ('hrift is of no value at all, and after- 
wards, he thus taunts it; How indifferent * as inaiffe- 
rent as the blood of a filly Sheep, &c. But thou moſt un- 
ſutterable abuſive and provoking man, take this anſwer once 
for alt; whatſoever is commanded us by the great God, how 
indifferem foever it was before, ceafeth then to be indifferent, 
but is of as abſolute neceſlity to be done by us, as 'tis not to 
incur the peralty of eternal damnation. and I tell yon once 
agam, that no man in his wits ever conld think any other, 
than that going to God by Chriſt is made aduty by a Poſitive 
Law of God only; nord1q T1 ever hear of any one that was 
ſo mad as ro'deny this; nay, you your felf will not dare ro 
ſay, tharthis duty is commanded by the Law of Nature or 
the Moral Law, nay, you more than once fay it is not. Go 
now and confeſs that you are either moſt ſhamefully ignorant, 
( as not knowing the difference between a moral and poſitive 
Law ) or elſe that you do moſt wittingly and de{ignedly calum- 
niate and defame your brother. All men of any underſtand- 
ing will tell you, that one of theſe is moſt rrue of you, when 
they read this, and therefore take your own choice, Burt he 
that reads this whole Pamphlet wi/! not, canner doubt ( if he 
be not grolly prejudiced ) that you are not leſs malicious 
than you are 1gnorart. 
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10. After abundance of repetitions, -vile railing, and the mo! 
fooliſh cavills that ever man read, which I will not trouble 
my ſelf with, he comes, p. 60. 0 tell Mr. F. that his faying 
that 'tis an impoſſible thing that a wicked man ſhould haye 
Gods pardon, and that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ſhould be im- 
puted to an unrighteous man, proclaim him to be ignorant of 
Tefus Chriſt, and then he undertakes thus to confure him, 


I. Saith he, God doth not pardon painted Sinners, but ſuch as 

are really ſo, . That is granted, but it 1s whenthey are fin- 

cerely, through his grace, willing and deſirous to leave their 

Sins ; and then they do not, inthis life ceaſe ro be Sinners, 
; but they ceaſe to be ſuch as are called wicked and wngodly, by 
; which phraſes is meant Preſwmpt#ors Sinners, Then he tells Þ_ 
i Mr. F. impertinently, that Chriſt dyed for Sinners, but he | 
muſt ſay he dyed /o for Sinners, 4 to give them a pardon 
while they live and delight in fin, and retuſe to be reformed, 
or he ſaith nothing to the purpoſe. But where is rhzs ſaid 2 
I declare, #0 where, ' but the contrary in abundance of places - 
Is itnot ſaid, Repent and be converted, that your fins may be 
blutted out > Adts 3.19, Repent and be baptized every one of 
104 in the name of feſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of Sins, As 
2.38, Him hath God exalted to be a Prince and a Saviour to 
give Repentance to Iſrael, and forgiveneſs of Sins. Repentance 
firit,and then forgiveneſs AQts 5, 31. Let the wicked forſake 
his way, &c. andlet him retnrn tothe Lord, and he will have 
mercy on him, and to our God for he will ( or he then will ).abay- 
aanily Pardon, Tai. 55.7. Waſh ye, make ye.Alean, put away 
| the evil of your doings from __ mine. eyes ; ceaſe to do evil, 
learn ts do well, &c. and what follows ? Come now and let- 1 
| | reaſon together, ſaith the Lord, though your ſins be as ſcarlet, 
they ſhall be as white as' Snow, &c. 11;,1.:16, As 26:48. 
Iſend thee to open their eyes and to turn them from darkne(; 
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to light, and from the power of Satan to God, «that they may re- 
i ceive forgiveneſs of $1ns,&c. Have I wreited theſe Scriptures 
| { to which I can add innumerable more,) and don't they as 


plain! $, 


in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. 


plainl; ſpeak turning from $11 to be a neceſſary condition of 
ardon, as words can do it? what: blindneſs have they con- 
traced rhat don't fee this ! But 7; B.- harh'a Text for his rurn, 
which all his brethren cry up mightily ,namely,that in Rows.4. 5. 
God juſtifieth the angodly, But doth not every body fee, that 
that text will contradift hxnareds of other Scriptures, .if (jt 
be otherwiſe to be under{toad/ than thas'; God jnſtifies thoſe 
that were once ungodly not while they'are ungodly : God doth 
not, nay he canzor pals a' falle judgment, and declare thoſe 
Righteous, thar are utterly void of Righteouſneſs : God's 
nature 15 ſo holy, that he no leſs abominares to be a juſtifier 
of the wicked, while they continue fo, than to condemn the 
Righteous. | He hath declared, No peace to the wicked, 


_ Now take notice Reader; that there is no doqrine deliver- 
ed in M, F's, book; that he is ſo outragieully mad at, as at 
" this doctrine. Now ſuppoſe it ſhould be falſe ( as tis as true as 
the Goſpel ) what danger can there be in afferting, that men 
by the free grace of God are delivered from the Power of 
Sin, before'( that is in order of nature ) he delivers them 
from the gailt of jt. And who but the Devil, or one devored 
to his 'Service, can curſe that man with Bell Book and Cardle 
thar delivers this doctrine ? Nay,who but a man that loves his 
luſts with all his heart, and cannot endure to think of parting 
with them, would not be ready to emb. ace this do&trine as 


ſoon as 'tis ſufficiently propoſed to him ? And once more,who . 


that hath any love for inward real Righteouſneſs, would de- 
ſire to be dealt with as if he were a perfectly Righteous man, 
merely becauſe he hath ſo ſtrong a fancy as to imagine Chritts 
Righteourneſs is: imputed to him ? And nothing but this fancy 
is the Faith of this 7, B, He declares p.17. ( to- omit other 
places ) that Faith in the juſtification of a Sinner from the curſe 
and wrath of God, reſpetteth only the mercy of God, and for- 
giveneſs of Sin for the ſake of Chriſt, So that he that hath but 
confidence enough {trongly to believe ( though he hath no 
more reaſon {o todo than becauſe he believes ſo) that his $1ns 


are forgiven, hath juſtifying faith. Again ( faith he ) 1n the 
next 
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Dirt wip't off, 
next words, God for Chriſts ſake hath forgiven kim that is in- 
abled to believe, that is, totruſt to, and venture the Eternal 
concern of his Soul upon the Ri hteouſneſs that is no where to be 
found, but in the perſon of the Son of Goa, The deſtroyer 
of Souls cannot invent more deſtructive Doctrine. Nor is that 
to be heeded that they ſay, that Holineſs will by way of gra- 
titwde be the conſequent. of ſuch a faith , for 1. we know 
by experience that that is falſe, for we ſee that the moſt 
hardned wretches have ordinarily: the {trongeſt confidence, 
that the merits and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 1s theirs, which 
( a5 I faid ) is this poor mans faith. But 2, this Salvo( as 
1 worthy perſon faith) 1s like to prove but a ſlippery hold, 
when 'tis believed ( as thoſe people do.) that Gratitude” it felf 
as well as all other graces 1s in them already by impurartion : 
They muſt ſay ſomething to-make their wretched doctrine to 
ſeem-leſs odious, or they would ſcarcely be indured in a 
Chriſtian State. 

But whereas I faid,that the fore-mentioned Salvo is dermon- 
{trated by experience to have nothing of Truth, I muſt tell 
the Reader, that I need go no farther for an example than this 
poor Creature himſelf; he is as ſad an inſtanceof the falſity 

- of that pretence as ever I knew. No mandiſcovers a ſtronger 
confidence ( as I can prove )in the merits of Chriſt, nor more 
preſumes that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is imputed to- him, 
thandoth this man bh in-the mean time, what: is the holi- 
neſs that this Faith of his hath produced ? If as inſolent pride 
as ever man heard of, the molt outragivus Fury, the moſt 
turbulent Spirit, the moſt reviling and defaming Pen and 
Tongue, and conſequently the moſt malicious Soul can con{i(t 
with the mortification of Sin, and true holineſs, then this 
man may be a holy man ; but he thar ſaith they cas, affirms this 
horrid contradiction, viz. that the moſt thick Egyptian dark- 
neſs may have fellowſhip with pure light, and the moſt exat 

and lively reſemblances of the Devil, may conſiſt with the 
zmage of the infinitely holy God, anda Divine nature. 

Let him not think himſelf a Saizr becauſe he hath-a zeal, 

and pretenGs to have it for God too, for ſo the worſt of men 

the 
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the Phariſees had, and the Crucitiers ofthe Lord of Glory, 

Rom. 10. 2. or becauſe he preacheth and makes /ong prayers, 

for beſides that (if fame belies him not ) thoſe are ſuch, as 

alone declare him not only a very a6/#ra but naughty man, 

I fay beſides thi;, the Abominable Phariſees were as. good at 

thoſe things as he for his heart can be, If he thinks that his 

deſpiling and ſeparating from others as carnal and prophane 

wretches, (though far better than himſcif) and ſuch as com- 

munion with whom will dehle him, is an argument of his | 

holineſs , I-will only ask& him who thoſe were that cryed s 

Stand by thy ſelf, come not near to me, 3 1 am holier than 

thou, 1ſai. 65.5, and who thofe likewiſe were that S. Zade 

ſaith Separated themſelves, as being much more perfe& than 
others, and calling themlelves the $piritmal. v. 19. F 
If he flatter himſelf with a fond conceit (as no doubt he | 

doth) that ſuffering perſecution is a. great evidence of holi- 

neſs, the 2uakers, which he himſelf counts moſt damnable 

Hereticks, have ſuffered as much, and many of them far 

more than ever he hath done, whoſe perſecutions have been 

but fleabites or not ſo bad, nay no other than ſuch as have 1 

contribured to his purſe, far more plentifully than ever his ; 

calt of trade could, But beſides the Apoſtle tells us, 7f 7 give | : 

my body to be burnt and have not Charity, (which I, B. pro- | 

claims himſelf (if the Tree be known by the fruit) utterly void ; - 

of) it profiteth me nothing : Read the 13 Chap. of the firſt | ' | 

to the Corinthians, and Res not be told how charitable . 

this man is, Ina word, the Devil hath his Martyrs as well | 


as Jeſus Chriſt, 


He will not ſay that being no dr#»kard or fornicator, &c | 
is any argument of a holy man, for be inveighs againſt none ' 
as unholy ſo much, as thoſe he is notable to-tax with the vi- 

\ ces that denominate men fo, or any ether immoralities , and 
I muſt tell him roo; (however he take 1g) thar hs vices are 
as far beyond ſuch, as are thoſe that render men like to De- 
vils more black and filthy, rhan thoſe that make them reſem- 


ble Brxtes : And our Saviour hath told the men of nas 
| aint- 
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Saintlhip, that Publicass and Harlots ſhall enter into the King- 
dome of Heaven before themſelves. 


I heartily again pray, 'that this plain and molt honeſt deal- 
ing may be ſuccesful ro his true Repentance , bur it is 
ſcarcely to be hoped it will, ſo long as he perſilts in his 

roſs conceits concerning that bleſſed doctrine of juftification 
7, faith, and imputation of (briſts Righteouſneſs, (which are 
but two expreſſions of one and the lame thing, as is abun- 
dantly proved in the Free Diſcourſe) for while he roals him- 
ſelf on Chrilt for Salvation, And {trongly conceits that he 1s 
clad with his Righteouineſs, (which I have with undeniable 
evidence ſhewn to be the whole of his juſtitying taith) he looks 
upon all his ſins, paſt, preſent and to come, as attrally. pardon- 
2d, ard therefore who that is not as blind as a poſt cannot lee, 
that Repentance is then a neeale/s and vai thing , nay, and 
that 'tis but a meer mockery for ſuch a one as 7. B. ſo much 
as tO pray for the pardon of his fins, And I entreat thoſe that 
uſe to hear him, to obſerve whether ever he doth 10, He 


contradicts himſelf egregiouſly, if he doth any more than 


pray that God would give them a ſenſe and affurance that 
their ſins are pardoned , the plain Engliſh of which petition 
is in him no more than this, that God world ſtrengthen more 


.and more their already too ftrong fancies, that they may not 


doubr, bur that their foul pollurions are all hidden from his 
all-ſeeing eye by the garment of the Righteouſneſs of Chrit 
caſt over them , and that they may be more and more aſſured, 
that ( as bad as they are ) Chriſts righteouſneſs doth not ſuffer 
.him to fee any iniquity in them, 

I Say tis ſcarcely to be hoped, that this man ſhould ever 
repent, or ſo muchas pray for pardon, till he comes to embrace 
that doQrine which he now fo deteſts : viz. That reeeiving 
'of Chriſt as a Lord to rule, as well as a Prieſt to Save, 
is a condition without which God will pardon none for the 
lake of Chriſt; and alſo that no mens fins are actually par- 
doned before. they are repented of, and therefore much leſs 


eforethey are committed,” and that Chrifts ingiviaual Righ- 


teouſneſs 
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teouſneſs 1s not made any mans in a proper ſenſe, much leſs that 
it is ſo merely becauſe he believes it is ſo; andthat there is no 
other doctrine true concerning the imputation of- Chriſts 
Righteouſneſs than this, That thoſe only that are enabled by the 

race of God to hate and deteſt their ſins, or are endued with 
inward real righteouſneſs, ſhall have the benefit of Chriſts 
righteouſneſs : For to have Chriſt's Righteouſneſs imputed 
(as 1s fully proved in the aforeſaid book) is onely (and that 
is as-much as heart can with ) to have as great advantages by 
his righteouſneſs, aceruing to us, as if it were inthe wk. 
{ente 1maginable made ours, 


Before. I go farther, let me tell the Reader , that this 


| Whole Doctrine of Mr, F's concerning juſtification by Faith 


* 


is moſt 1nvincibly defended by Abundance of the Orthodox 
Divines of the Church of Zngland, and by none more effe- 
tually than by Mr. Baxter in his Book, againſt Cranaon long 
ſince written, and in many other of his works, Which, it 
it be poſlible, thou ſhouldeſt yer be diſſatisfied concerning it, 
thou wilt do well ro peruſe ; and which if this 7. B, had 
ever.read,(or but anyone of them, and had the wit to under - 
{tandit)he had never made himſelf fo infamous as to publiſh to 
the world ſuch filthy ſtuff, nor brought out the worlt of 
thoſe woful arguments for the defence of his doctrine, that 
have been anſwered a thouſand and a thouſand times. _ 


In Page 66, and other places he makes woful work with 
Mr..F's ſaying, that C hriſt trod every ſtep before us of the 
way that leads to Gods Kingdom; and cryes therefore he went 
to heaven by vertue of an imputative Righteouſneſs, aud by 
vertue of his own interceſſion, and faith in his own bloud, and 
then Chriſk muſt come to God, and ask, mercy for ſome great 
wickedneſs that he hath committed. 

But here he alſo diſcovers a moſt il] nature aud perverſe 


ſpirit, for no man of any candour could otherw:ſe have'un- 


derſtood Mr. F. in thoſe words than thus : That Chriſt was 


an example of all thoſe vertwes or $7069 that qualifie men for 
| the 
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the Kingdom of God : was he not an example of all thoſe gra- 
ces that together denominate a man pure 1n heart, can he 
dare to ſay he was not > Now doth not our Saviour lay, 
Bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they ſhall ſee God : Butthen, 
faith he, what ſay you to going to heaven by vertne of an im- 
putative Righteouſneſs, and of his own interceſſion, and faith 
in his own bloud ? 1 ſay all theſe are no other than going thi- 
ther by Faith in Chriſt, that being fairh in his bloud, and 
Righteouſneſs and interceſhon, but thoſe- that underſtand 
the Chriſtian Religion will tell him, that the obtaining of this 
purity of heart, or the graces Chriſt was an example of, is. 
the end of this Faith ,; So much rhe Apoſtle intimates in thoſe 
words purifying their hearts by faith, and 1t is the buſineſs of 
the Deſign of Chriſtianity to demonſtrate this.So that 'tis moſt 
true, that whoſoever tolows Chritts example fhall ſee the 
Kingdome of God, but we cannot follow it withour faith in 
his merits, faith in his power, or inone word, without 
effeual believing the Golpel, which takes in the whole of 
the Chriſtian Fatth, 

And whereas he faith, that if this doctrine be true, —_ 
wuſt aik God mercy for (ome great withedneſs committed by 
him , how does that follow ? Chriſt ask'd God mercy for -, 
and do not we do as he did, when we ask it for our [elves ? 
But then he monſtrouſly fooliſhly proceeds, and faith, if 
this be ſo, then we cannot come to heaven before we be arcny- 
ſed of God, we muſt firſt make our body and Soul an offering 
for the fin of others, then we muſt $0 to heaven for the ſake of 
our own Righteouſneſs, And then he inſultingly cryes 0 Sir! 
what will thy gallant | gp mind do here > This might be - 
2 Sad nonplus indeed, were Mr. F, a perfe& Chargling. 
But obſerve, did Mr. F, fay that Chriſt trod no ſteps but thoſe 
we muſt tread? is this ſaying, that he trod before ug every ſtep 
which he hath told us leads to the Kingdom of God, (or that we 
muſt go i» to the Kingdom of God) the ſame with this,thar he 
trode no other but thoſe we muſt tread ? Can any man be ſuch 
aſor as not todiſcern the wide difference between theſe two 
Propolitions, By the way rake notice, that it is blaſphemy 
tO 
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to ſay, that Chriſt was accurſed of God in any other ſenſe 
than this, thas he ſuffered ſuch a kind of death as was by the 
law of Moſes pronounced accurſed, So the Apoſtle explains 
his being made a curſe, Gal.3, 13, Chriſt was alwayes Gods 
beloved Son, nor was he ever more a darling of heaven than 
when he hung upon the Croſs. And that the Reader may be 
truly informed in the DoRrine of Chrilt's Satisfa&ion, 
(falſe notions whereof make this 7. B, talk moſt grofs 


things) I entreat him to get and carefully peruſe the Learn- 


ed Dr. $til/ingfleets Treatiſe upon that SubjeR , there you 
will find that Chriſt dad nor ſuffer the very /ame puniſhment 
that is due to ſinners, but that what he ſuffered for ſinners 
ſakes was as Satisfatory, and anſwered the ends of Govern- 
ment as much; as if all mankind had periſhed : And thanks be 
to God that Doctrine of Chriſts ſuffering the very ſame is 
now generally exploded. 


But to return, obſerve but theſe Scriptures, and you will 
then need no more than what hath been (aid, to diſcern how 
ridicul and wretchedly this I. B. talks in feveral places 
about the life 0; Chrilt, 


Luke 9, 23. 1f any man will come after me (or be a Chrifti- | 


an) let him deny himſelf, and take up his croſs daily, and (follow 
me. 
1 Pet, 2, Chriſt ſuffered for ns leaving ns an example, that 
Je ſhowld follow his ſteps, who did no ſin, neither was guile 
| found in his mouth, who when he was reviled, reviled not a 
gain, &, _ | 

1 John 2. 6. He that ſaith he abideth in him, ought himſelf 
alſo to walk,, even as he walked. - | 

V. 29. If ye know that he is Righteous, ye know that every 
one which doth righteouſneſs, 1s born of him. 

1 John 3. 7. Little Children, let no man deceive you, he 
that doth righteouſneſs is righteous even as he 1s righteous, 

1 lohn 4, 17, Herein i our love made perfett, that we 
way have boldyeſs in the day of judgment, becavſe as he us 
or was (the Analage of the tenſe being ordinary) fo are we 
tn thirworld. H 2 Now 
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Now this I. B. ſaith p. 106. that our Saviours life in all du- 
ties that 1 DMnrs morals was not principally,or firſt to be imita- 
tedby us, but that the Law, even in the preceptive part there- 
of, might be fully and perfettly fulfilled for us. Mark, T, he 
faith in all dxties that reſpetted morals, what nonlenfe is this ? 
any body may ſee he does not know what [ Morals | means, 
2. That our Saviours life in theſe duties was not principally 
ro be imitated by us, he dares not ſay net at all to be imita- 
ted, though any body may ſee that reads his book, he would 
be glad to ſay fo with all his heart: Bur what Scripture doth 
he bring for this? none art all, So that if you will not take 
his word for it, he hath nothing to ſay toyou, 3, But faith 
he, that the Law even in the preceptive part may be fulfilled 
for us, was | Chriſts principal deſign in hving as he did. 
What proof hath he for this? Rom, 10, 5. (hrift i the end 
of the law for righteouſneſs, the end, faith he, not only of the 
Ceremonial law, but of the 10 commanaments to0o , but is he 
the end of both alike ?then we are no more now obliged to the 
one than to the other. . In ſhorr, the meaning of thoſe words 
is this, that Chriſt by introducing his Goſpel, hath pur an 
end to the Moſaical diſpentation, but how does'this make for 
him? And whereas he keeps ſuch a ſtir with Chriſts fulf1- 
ling the law for us, he adds to the Scripture, tis nowhere 
faid he fulfilled it for 9, much leſs in hs ſenſe 5 the Mar 
Chrilt Jeſus (or Chrilt as ma) was in the ſame ſubjetion to 
the law that we are, and he would haye. been a ſinner like 
unto us if he had diſcbeyed it, and the benefir we get by his 
pertect obedience 15 this, that it qualified him to be a fatis- 
factory Sacrifice for our ſins, which without it he could not 
be ; but Chriſt never obeyed the law for «« ſoas that, his 
obedience ſhould be looked on as owrs , for then what neceſſi- 
ty can there be of our own perſonal obedience. | 


You ſee, Reader, what a Sweeper down of Cobwebs I am 
grown ! the truth 1s, all this mans cavils have nothing ſo much 
lubſtance in them as a Cobweb hath ; theyare rather to be 


likened 
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likened to the Apples of Sodom, do but touch them and they 
fall ro dait, nay, toa perfect nothing, But I will thus idly 
- 1mploy my ſelt-but a very little while longer. 


He quarrels with Mr. F. p. 85, 86. for ſaying, that it is 
not needtul to give ajult Table of the primary fundamentals 
of the Goſpel, and for keeping hid the fecondary fundamen- 
tals, But 1. For his ſaying,that 'tis not needful to have a juſt 
Table of the former , he glves this reaſon, becauſe 'tis 1m- 
poſlible that a man that endeavours heartily ro underſtand the 
Scriptures, in order to the bettering of his Soul by them, 


{hould erre in them, all fundamentals being. as clearly revea]-. 


ed as heart can with, And 2. For his-nor particularizing the 
ſecondary fundamentals, I think this is a-ſatisfaRtory reaton , 
ramely, that ſhould he. to do, he mult tranſcribe all rhat is 
with 1adiſputable clearneſs delivered throughout the Goſpel. 
 Thenhe laith, that coming to God by (hrift is accounted by 
Mr. F. but one of the ſecondarily fundamental points. Bur 
that is wickedly falſe : He proves it thus, beranſ/e 'it 75 
in itſelf indifferent. But what it it be fo, that is, withour 
reſpect to the command of God that: hath made ita dury, 
do. it follow taeretore that 'tis not a primary fandamental of 
the Chriſtian Faith ? Such are ſaid by Mr. F. to be primary 
fundamentals, as without the knowledge aud belicf of whith 
it is 1mpoſlible to acquire that inward real righteouſneſs, 
which the Chriſtian Religion aimeth at ; now God hath made 
going to him by Chriſt ſuch a doQtrine, as without the know- 
ſedge and belief of. which tis impoſſible for us ro acquire 
that righteouſneſs, and conlequently hath alrered the nature 
of it. God hathdeclared that he maketh.us. to be accepted 
inthe beloved, and that he hath exalted him to be our- Prince 
and Saviour, and therefdre'goiag ro him. by Chriſt mult needs 
now become neceſſary in its own rature, and quite another 
thing-rhan what it was before that declaration. Bat God hath 
not 1o ordered things as thar it ſhould be neceſſary in its owir 
nature to believe, that Chrifts mothers name' was Mary ; 


bur 'tis neceſſary from an external cauſe not to deny it, thay 
is. 
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is, becauſe 'ris ſo plainly revealed that no good man can dif. 
believe it; and this according to Mr. F's. doctrine is a Se- 
condary fundamental. And now I hope I have enabled f, 3. 
to underſtand that, at which he cryes Confuſion ! darknels ! 
contuſion ! and if he will not acknowledge that the darkneſs 
and confuſion, he ſo tragically exclaims at, 1s only in his own 


pl 


brains, 1 am lure every intelligent Reader will. 


54 


13. There is ſomething I have let paſs in his 29. page, that Ile 
take notice of, before I conclude, which 1s this, that where- 
as Mr..F, ſaith, that Calvin, Peter Martyr, Muſculus, Zan- 
chy,” and others did not queſtion, but that God could have par- 
foned Sin, without any other ſatisfattion, than the Repen- 
tance of the Sinner, he faith to it, it matters nothing to 'me, 
T have neither mage my Creed ont of them, nor any other than 'F 
the holy Scriptures, What fohn | becauſe you have not made 
'your Creed out of them, do the judgment of ſo many men_ 
famous for Learning and Godlineſs fignifie nothing with you ? 
This is like a ſaying of your own, that is, of one compoſed 
of pride and ignorance ; how came ſuch a piece of »orhing as 
= thou art to be ſo highly conceited of thine own judgment ? 
: He faith, he hath made his Creed out of the Scriptures, but 
who are beſt accomplitht for the underſtanding -of them? the 
Learned or 1diets ? that would have been in an utter incapa- 
city of underſtanding one line of the Bible without the help 
of the Learned, and muſt now truſt their $kill as ro the right. 
Tranſlation of every word of it, and cannot have the leaft 
gueſs at the meaning of a difficult place but by their afliitance. 
But let ns ſee his arguments, whereby he endeavours to over- 
throw that Doctrine. 
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S Sath he, Chrift was from all eternity appointed to be the 


CG & - | S AVEOHY. | 
But were not all things that God hath effected as much de- 
creed from all Eternity as this? He dares not fay otherwiſe, 
as bold as he is; but by the fame argument then, whatſoever 
God hath done he could not but do, and he is no free 
| His 


Agent, 


A 
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His Second good Argument is founded upon a miſerably 


miftaken notion of God's juſtice, and the docrine of Satis- 
faction : which T have ſomething elſe now to do than to ex- 
plain ro him, eſpecially ſince this that he here quarrels with 
was delivered but by the bye, and ſignifies nothing to the 
deſign of Mr, F's book. TO, 


He makes another Argament of theſe Scriptures, Mart. 6, 
29. If it be poſſible let this Cup paſs from me, But no body 
faith it was poſlible, after God had decreed Chriſt ſhould 
ſuffer,that he ſhould not ſuffer : But that which is ſaid is, that 
God was not neceflitated to decree it,though for great and wiſe 
reaſons he did : was God neceſſitated to make men? though he 
was wiſe in ſo doing,yet could he not have done otherwiſe ? 

His Second Scripture is Heb. 9. 22. Without ſhedding of 


bloud is no remiſſion, True, but the reaſon is becauſe it was 


the free decree of God, that remiſſion ſhould not be obtained 
without ir. = 

His Third is Lyke 24.26. ought net Chriſt ts have ſuffered? 
. But the foregoing verle faith why he ought, viz, becauſe the 
holy Prophets had foretold it. | 

The Laſt is As 17. 3, Chrift muſt needs have ſuffered. But 
I ſay, 'twas the vo/untary not weceſſitated decree of God, that 
made his ſuftering neceſſary, - And the verie before th; alſo 
ſhews the ſame. | 

Theſe are the old Thread-bare Arguments he ufeth , and TI 
condeſcend to ſay whar I have done to them, only to ſhew 
this 7. B's. followers in another inſtance, what a judicious 
Creature they have choſen for their Teacher. 


There is yet another thing-in p. 70. that I'le beſtow two or 
three lines upon. He there tells Mr. F, that he will have a 


little touch upon his Principle of Freedom, which ( ſaith he) 
you in p. 9g, call an Underſtandins and Liberty of Will. Ob- 
ſerve his non-ſenſe again. But what is it Mr. F. there faith 


that offends this man ? 'Tis th4s,that he ſuppoſeth raen indued 
| with. 
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with Underſtanding and Liberty of Will. Now proceeds 
he, there-is no ſuch thing in man- by NALUre 4s liberty of will, 
or 4 principle of freedom, in the ſaving-things of the Kingdom 
of {briſt. But 1, Mr.-F. faith never a word of-liberty of 
will as to thoſe things, but only ſuppoſeth this in general], 
that man 1s indned with liberty of will ; And this he himſelf 
ſuppoſerh in denying it only as to che Saving things of Chriſt's 
Kingaom. 2. He limits that too, and ſaith there zx no ſuch 
thing in manby ature as to thoſe things \, will he therefore ac- 
knowledge there is ſucha thing in man by grace? If he will 
rot, that limitation is ridiculous ; but if hewill, heis never 
like to have Mr. F, for his Adverſary, 4n the pgint, nor any 
of his judgment. He hath declared in the book ſeveral times 

"_ cited, p.239. that the men of his judgment hold no free wil 

: that is oppolite to free grace, and acknowledgeth in the next od 

page the neceflity not only of aſſiſting but alſo of preves- 
£1425 Brace. | 
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And now let the Reader judg, whether Mr, F. hath -writ- 
tenthe leaſt rizrt/e contrary to any one -of the 39 Articles of 
the Church of- England, and particularly to thoſe there con- 
cerning Free-will, 7uſtification, and Works before Faith, 
which in general terms'he hath charg'd him with, withour 
ſhewing wherein he hath done it ; though I acknowledp, if he 
hath not abuſed Mr,.F's. Book, that his accuſation is no {lan- 

| der. Bur he is to his perperual infamy molt ſenſibly demon- 
_ Si | ſtrated to have bewrayed moit-wotul ignorance, and notorious 
diſhoneſty, and ill nature, beſides the fouleſt erroniouſneſs, 
in -what he hath publiſhed againit The Deſign of Chriſtia- 
HY}. | 
Bur tis pleaſant to obſerve, that this wretch, who abomi- 
nates-any thing ( if one may judg by- his rude behaviour ) 
\ that bareththe name of the Church of England, ſhould cite 
-” -threeof her Articles as main Orthodoxy's, in order to the 
more effectual detaming of Mr. Fowler, This is jult like the 
Devils making uſe of Scripture to aſliſt him in his malicious 
deligns againit our Saviour, 
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Laſtly, He falls to compare Mr. F's. DoRrine with {"am- 
pian's the Jeſuite, and Pex's the Quaker, and makes a paralle] 
between ſeveral of his Sayings with Seven of the former, and 
Eight of the latter. 

By the way take notice, that this lamentable piece of work 
is the labour of more clumſy Brains than this poor 7. B's. For 
Firit, How ſhould he come by Sayings out of Campian? but 
Secondly, { whichis more conſiderable ) he hath a company q . 
of Terms and,Phraſes, that he was never in a capacity of un- 
derſtanding, as Commixea, Radicals, Abſtratt, Replieation,&c. 
derived from the Latin. Again Charatteriftical, Diametri- 


cal, Parentheſis, Paragraph, &c. borrowed from the Greek. "þ 
Language, And he is up with his arguing from 4 thing to a thing, | 
'F' habit axd att, which ſmell of one whoſe name hath had the ho- ; 
nour to ſtand a little while in a Colledge Buttery Book, and / 
that had the luck ſometimes to hear his Maiters chopping Lo- : 


gick together : For I'le warrant him, who ever was f. B's, 
ellow-labourer in this worthy performance, 1s a fellow that 
never was under a much higher diſpenſation, And 'tis he I pre- 
ſume that hath helpt our Author to his after-conclaſions, p, g. 
as if there were fore-conclaſrons. 
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"Thirdly, The whole is a motly thing piec't and patch't to- 
gether, as if it were the product of not ſo few as wo, but a 
Club of Wiſe-akers. But yetall that underitard f, B's, man- 
ners, ability and temper, will accuſe me as injurious, ſhould 
I rob him vf the honour of the down-right non-ſenſe, kna- 
very, Calumnies and vile language, which make a very great, 
if not the far greater part of the Pamphler. F 


But to our buſineſs, that 5, to the paralle] between Mr. Tp 'Y 
F's. doctrine and a few Sayings of the Papift and Quaker | 
ſet down by him, to which Ireply ina few words, 


- 
= 


1 know not, whether chis { B. hath not as falfly repreſent- 
ath been proved he hath done 
I many 


ed theſe mens Sayings, as it 
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many of Mr. F's. I have neither of the Books to examine 
the marter, nor havel ever read either, and therefore I can- 
rot accuſe him , but he hath been proved ſo very notorioufly 
dithoneſt in this particular, rhat he ought never more to be 
truſted upon his own word. | : 

But ſuppoſe he hath not roo favourably repreſented any of 
them, rhe Reader will ſee if he compares them with the Say- 
ings of Mr, F. ſet under them, that he abuſeth moſt of cheſe 
in making a paralle] berween them , as T would particularly 
ſhew, but that it will rake up too much time, and any man 
of underſtanding that hath his book will immediately per- 
ceive that I charge himtruly. 

But Mr, F. 1 am ſure will not ſtick to acknowledpe, that 
there may be put upon moſt of them fuch a ſenſe, as may ſpeak 
them good and true ſayings. As where Campian ſaith, that 
Faith juſtifies, but not faith e/y , this is no other than what 
S. 7 ames affirms in expreſs words, chap. 2. 24. And Mr. F's. 
doE&rine is, that faith, if it be taken tor a mere relyance on 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ( which is but oe aCt of faith }) doth 
not ozly juſtifie ; but if it be underſtood /ſo as to include the 
receiving of Chriſt according to alt his offices, or for an 
obediestral faith, ſo it doth only juſtihe. Thar is, (as hath 
been ſhewn again and again ) not as a meritorious cauſe but 
as a condition, He abhors to aſſert with the Papiſts the merit 
of works ; nor doth he affirm that works are a neceſſary con- 
dition of juſtification, bur as they are virtually in faith, for he 
every where makes a true and fincere willingneſs to obey 
Chriſts precepts, which is implyed in Faith, the neceffary 
condition of juſtification, 


There is not an Heretick in the world, but hath ſome good 
Sayings, this 7. B. himlelf ( as groſly erroneous as he is ) 
15not oxt in every thing. And no wiſe man will love truth 
one jor the- worſe for hearing it from the Devils mouth, 
Ard I freely declare, that if the Papiſts and ©nakers did 
aſſert no worſe things than thoſe 7. B. hath cited, and with- 
2] underſtood them as he by his parallel- makes them ro do, x 

| would 


in Anſwer toa Lay-Preacher. 


would as heartily defend the principles of both, as I now 0p- 
poſe. them, | 


Every body knows, that underſtands theſe men, that this - 


7-B. and his Brethren joyn hands' both with 2zakers and 


Papiſts, innota few Opinions and Practices as they are ene- 


mies to the Church of England, but doth he think himlelt and 
them one jot the mote hereticks upon that account ? 

Thus the Reader ſees how idle and malicious. ( that is, like 
all the reſt ) this his /aff charge alſo againſt Mr. F. is. 


Before I come to the concluſion of all, I muſt advertiſe thz 
Reader, that whereas Mr. F. p. 300. hath tyeſe words : Let 
15 declare, that we are nat barely relyers-0n Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs by being imitators of #t; f.B, hathp. 111. for barely 
pur hearty, and ſo makes Mr. F, to give this moſt wicked ad- 
vice : Let us aeclare that we are not hearty relyers on Chrilt's 
righteouſneſs, I examined his errara to find whether ut were 
not a miſtake of the Printer ( though 'tis not eaſily to be 
thought it ſhould, there being no reſemblance between the 


words rhe” and hearty ) but there is no ſuch thing. And 


to confirm the ſuſpicion that 'twas done deſignedly, he makes 
this to bring up the rear in his Catalogue of Mr, F's, 40. 
Dodtrines deſtru&ive.of Chriſtianity, but here thus words it. 
To be imitators of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs, even of the Righte- 
onſneſs we ſhonld rely on, us counted by Mr. F. more noble, than 
to rely thereon, or truſt thereto, pag, 300. 


- Now mark, if he intended honeſtly, he would have faid 


thus, viz, My. F, faith, Let us declare that we are not barely 
relyers on (Chriſt's Righteouſneſs by being imitators of it : For 
thoſe and no other are Mr. F's. words he refers to, but he 
knew that none but the moſt paltry hypocrites could take an 

offence at that ſaying, Or, if he muſt be giving it in thoſe 
other words of his own , he might have added the word bare- 
{y,and then the ſaying would have been without all exception, 
viz, thus To be imitators of (hriſt's Righteouſneſs is accounted 
” Mr, F. more noble than barely to rely onit. I am confident 


the Reader will ſay, that he never knew any one ſo impudent, 
2 | FO 
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than that of Alms-givieg, þ 284. I don't remember he 


Dirt wip't off, 
as thus effeually to prove himſelf in print, a man of a pro- 
{tirured and debaucht conſcience, And my obſerving of this 
hath occaſioned my taking notice of the foregoing Dotrine, - 


viz, this, To do well i better than believing, p. 299, Bur 
Mr. F's. words are only theſe, Let us exerciſe our ſelves —— 


iy ſtudying the Goſpel to enable us not to diſcourſe, or only to be- 


lieve, bat alſo and above all things to ao well, 

New thar do&rine of his cannot be ſo much as gathered 
from theſe words, all that follows from them 1s rhzs, thar any 
honeſt man will ſay as wellas Mr. F. namely, that to do well 
15 better than believing without doing well , for well-doing 
ſuppoſerh' believing. The Reader can no longer wonder at 
his flying in Mr. F's, face {o often with worſe than brati/s rage 
and fury, for afferting that Chriſt's Righteouſneſs cannot be 
imputed to a wicked man while he continues fo, his Conſci- 
ence could not but tell him, "that this touched his Copy-hold ; 
and that if that doctrine be true, his caſe is ſad. I will; now 


tam gorten to the Catalogue again, rake notice of one of the 


Dottrines more that he chargerh on Mr. F.viz.the 37.namely : 
T here t no duty more affettionately commanded in the Gael, 

th 
any thing of this in the Book, but only ſers it down here, 
as that the Reader would preſently perceive is a dofrine 
deſtructive of Chriſtianity. Mark, I ſay, Idon't remember 
he doth, I do nor poſitively affirm he doth not. But 1. Mr, 
F. doth not ſay that no duty is more affeQtionately command. 
ed, but recommended ; and who knows not that theſe two are 
not the ſame? 2. Now judg, Reader, whether any duty can 
be more affectionately recommended when *tis faid, that 
pare Religion and nndefiled before God and the Father us this, 


 towifit the Fatherleſs and widows in their affliftions, &c. 7ames 


1. 27. Again'S. Fobz asks how the love of God can dwell in 
that man that refuſerh to perform this duty, 1 ob» 3. 17. And 
7 ames ch. 2.14, 15, &c. Sheweth that the Faith, that is void 
of this particular good work, 15 a dead Faith, that is, no 
Faith ar all, And'our Saviour faith, Aarr. 5: 7. Bleſſed are the 
merciful, for they ſhall obtain mercy; That 1s, thoſe that are 
| merciful 
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merciful from a good principle. And laſtly,our Saviour inftan- >- 

cethiin no orher works but theſe,that men ſhall be judged accor- 

ding to,at the great day, A7ar.25.34.to the end.Can a dury be 

more affectionately and effetually recommended than this of 

Alms-giving is in theſe places? To which may be added many 

more, What can hard-hearted hypocrites fay to theſe places ? 

The only fence they have againſt them is their paltry explict- 

tion of the doetrine of the 1mputation'of Chriſt's Righreout- 

neſs ; by which alfo they can makeall the Preceprs of the Go- 

ſpel ro fgnifie nothing. | 

| Againin the fame page, viz. 111. he tells Mr, F. that he 

hath applauded the Goalszeſs of heathen Philoſophers, when as # 
he hath no where done fo, and bur only cired ſeveral of their - 
excellent Sayings, and that too for the ſervice of the Chriſtian 
Religion. But this is no more than S. Pax! him- 
felf doth, As 17, 28, and Tirze I, 12. Burif Mr, F, had 
ſaid, that very many of the Heathen; were mich better qua- 
ified for the Lindo of Heaven than rhts f. B. hath de- 
monſtrated himſelf ro be, I make no doubt bur he had ſpoken 
truly, and not at all rranſgreſſed the Law of Charity , for 
there were mulritudes of Heathens, that would have abomi- 
nated ſuch praQtices, as -have with the moſt undeniable evi- 
dence been proved againſt this pretended Chriſtian. 

I can give fevera] more inſtances of this mans unchriſtian 
dealing with Mr, F's. Sayings, and { doubt not but many | 
have eſcaped my notice, for I have not narrowly lookt for any, | ' 
but let the Reader, when he finds any thing cited by him | . 
out of Mr. F's, Book, that looks ſtrangely , confult the book | 
itſelf, and 1 dare promiſe him he ſhall find, that by either ( 
altering the Senrence,or omitring part of it, or baſely wreſting 
the words to another ſenſe than the Context will bear, f. PB. 
hath abuſed Mr. F. nu _ | 

And now who that hath read this ?, B's. book will not tell me, 
that ir is much more than high time I ſhould have done with it , 
and that I haye done abandantly more than enough to convince 
the Reader of rhe apparent folly and wickedneſs ofit? Indeed Fes 
I might well have concluded as ſoonas I had anfwered his _ 
rably 
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rably ſimple objeRions agaialt rhat dodrine, that Chriſt came. 
to reſtore the holineſs we had loſt ; for he laith,o.42. If you 'can 
prove that ay of theſe promiſes were made tothe Holineſs we kad 
loſt,or that by theſe promiſes ( viz. thoſe oi the Holy Spirit, re- 
miſſion of $1n,and eternal happineſs in the enjoyment of God) 
we are tobe poſſeſſed with that holineſs again, 1 will even now lay 
down the Buck/ers, And again, when he had done his utmoſt ro 
confute that doctrine, he brags that he had raſea the foundation 
of Mr. F's.book.; ſo that the bare ſhewing how wofully he hath 
performed that one undertaking, would have beena ſufficient 
confirmation and defence of 1t. But ( though I have not found 
{ſo much as oze thing in it, that delerves to have a ſerious reply 
made to it ) I have fo far denyed my felt, as not only to lay 
enough to uxdermire, but allo to give an utter overthrow to the 
whole of it : And to ſhew,that ſo tar as it oppoſeth The Deſign 
ef Chriſtianity, 'tis compoſed of nothing elſe but the molt hor- 
rid ab{urdities, bclyings ard revilings of that Treatiſe, Nay, 
it fully appeareth from what I have written, that never did any 
writing more Batly (that is in more evident conſequences) op- 
poſe the dottrine of jr.ſtification by faith in Chriſt 7eſus,than this 

that he ſtileth a defence of it ; And that were Mr. F.a Fulian,Cel- 
ſus or Porplyry,& an utter enemy to Chriſtianity ,as he wickedly 
accuſeth him, he could never have wiſhed to have a greater 
diſhonor done unto it, than this man in his book hath done. 

<o that ſhould I have conſidered every abſurd and baſe pal- 

age from one erd to the other of it, and given it its due re- 
mark, I ſhould have made my ſelfa moſt unmerciful drudg,a-d 
ſwelled theſe leaves toa large Volume , and been guilty of the 
moſt profuſe and unaccountable expence of my time and Pa- 
per : For Iſedately and conſideratively profeſs, that I never 

read ( that I remember ) any thing that was half ſo full thrapr 
and crowded with both non-ſenfical and wicked ſtuff. 

To conclude, if any Reader is now able to think, that there 
needs more thanT have written ( or ſo much either ) to wipe 
off the dirt that is flung upon the Deſign of Chriſtianity , I muſt 
be fo free with him, as plainly to tell him,that he is honor'd far 
beyond his merits in having one wiſe word beſtowed upon him. 
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A Catalogue of ſome few, of the abundance, of abſurd 
and moſt wicked Dof@rinals and Aſſertions, that 
are contarmned in John Bunyans Pamphlet, againſt 
the Deſien of Chriſtianity. 


+ E calls this Paul's definition of a man: There ts noe 
riohteors no not one, there ts none that nnderſtandeth, 
&C, | Page 4. 


Mark, as he molt abfurdly calls this Pas!'s definition, fo he 
calls it too his definition of a man, not of a wicked man : And, 
furably to this fine doQtrine, | 


2. He makes no real diſtinction between the humane 
Nature and $1», « 3, 
As if Sin were not the corruprion of our nature, but eſſential 
tO If, _ 


3. He Saith, that of mans ſwpreme faculty the Scripture 
teacheth, that man in his beſt eſtate 15 altogether vanity, Pſat. 


39. 5- P. S- 
When as David ſpeaks there only of mans bodily frailty, But 


I might have ſpared this, as being but a peccadillo in this man. | 


4. He faith, that the Command of the. Law was not the 
great and principal argument with Chriſt, no not in 1ts fitlt and 
higheſt principles to do or continue to do it. P..14; 

Then the firſt reaſon of our Saviours obedience was not 
the Command of God. 


' 5. He interprets thoſe words of the Apoſtle of moral 
auties, Viz. T hey fpeak of the world, and the world. heareth 
them, 1 John4.5. P. 19. 


6, He faith, that the new mantis deal to the Law as to priu- 


ciples of nature, and. interprets that of the' Apoſtle, you are 
become 
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hecome dead to the law, of the moral as well as Ceremonial ſhos 
jaw; and further faith, that a man wſt firſt be dead to your I 
principles both of natureard the law , If he will ſerve in a new nel 
| ſpirit, if he would bring forth fruit unto God. P. 22. 
I The only ſenſe of which ſayings (whatever he meant þb | 
them) is this, that a man mult ceale to be a may and turn beaf, he 
nay and Devil too, before he can bring forth fruit unto God. 
de 
7. He interprets thoſe words in 1Cor. 15. 46, and after Ge 
that which is Spiritual, of Spiritual holineſs. Pp, 23 
Whereas the words are only ſpoken of an immortal body. 
| MA 
8. He ſaith, that the holineſs of Adam tn his beſt eftate, of 


even that which he loſt and we in him, it was no other than that 

which was natural, even the ſinleſs ſtate of a natural man. p.24 m 
Thus he makes Adam a mere Brate as to holineſs, but in m 

this he contradicts himſelf elſewhere, as hath been ſhewn. m 


9. He faith, that even the inward holineſs that is in Saints , 
it is none other than that which awelleth in the perſon of the Son w 
of God in heaven. P. 27 n 
Then there are no graces of the holy Spirit wrought in us, G 
then our holineſs 15perfe& and 1nfinite, and then, according ” 
to his rate of arguing with Mr, F. p. 66. Chrilt's righteout- 


neſs is by Faith in himſelf, and an imputative righteouſneſs, © 2 

| | S þ 

10. He faith, that Chriſt dyed to put ws into 4 perſonal poſ= | | 

? [eſſion of pardon before we know it, = B44] 
4 He that hath read hs or this Pamphlet, knows his meaning 


in this ſaying, viz. that Chriſt dyed to put men into a perſo- 
: nal poſſeſſion of pardon, while they continue in their wicked- 
3 | neſs. 


| 11, He Saith, that for Chriſt to come to eſtabliſh this righte- 
I onſneſs (viz. the righteouſneſs which we have loſt) :s al one, ; 
a if be ſhould be ſent from Heaven to overthrow and abroga'e ; 
the Eternal purpoſe of Grace, which the father had purpoſed 
ſhould 
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frould be manifeſted tothe world by Chriſt, Pp. 37. 
Let the Reader match me rhis Saying tor the horrid wicked- 
neſs of it, out of any other books than this mans, if he can, 


12, The wrath that the Law is faid to work, Row, 4, 15. 
he interprets to be, marmure and anger againſt the Lord. p.z9 
Whenas the next words ſhew -that the meaning is, it rex- 
ders men for their diſobedience to it lyable to the judgment of 


God. . | 


13. He faith, that that Repertance which bath ies riſe origi- 
wally from the dittates of our own nature, 1s called the ſorrow 


of the world, and muſt be ag ain — of. Pp. 40. - 
ins, 


So that rv be forry for my becauſe my reafon tells 
me that they are an unworthy requital of Gods goodneſs to 


me, is the worldly Sorrow condemned by the Apoſtle, and 


mult be again repented of. 


14. He faith, that he that looks to or ſecks after that hotinef* 
we have loft, is as ſure to be damned and go to hell, as he that 
tr anſgreſſeth the law, beranſe that is not the righteouſneſs of 
Ged, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, the righteonſneſs of faith, 
nor that to which the promiſe is maae. | p. 42. 

So that according to this deviliſh doQrine, to endeavour 
to bring our hearts to the love of God above all, and to the 
hatred and abhorrence of all ſin, is as ready or ſme a way to 
hell, as living in diſobedience to al. Gods Commandments. 
And take notice that it is Proved, that that is the Righteouſ- 


neſs of God, of Chritt, and of Faith. 


15. He faith, That it is a fooliſh, and an heatheniſh thing, 
nay worſe, to think, that the ſon of God ſhonld only or efperially 
fulfil, or perfett the law and the prophets, by giving more and 
higher inſtances of moral duties than were before expreſly grven: 

his would have been but the lading of men with heavy bur- 


thens. 


| Pp. 46. 
K. Obferve 


SEL POL 3 Ie Lew . 
bs NT LE $973" 


C6 


Dirt wip't of, 
erve that thoſe word: [ and the Prophets ] are of his owy 
adding. ro ies 
Bur whereas he ſaith, that our Saviours giving more and 
higher inſtances of moral duties, &c, would be but the lading 
of men with heavy burthens ;, he ſhould have laid, it would 
have been the Jlading of Hypocrites, fuch as himſelf, with 
heavy burrhens, none but /#ch can think them ſo. 


16. Chriſt; Expoſition (heſaith) of the Law, was more to 
ſhew thee the perſeHion of nis own obedience, than to drive thee 
back to the holineſs thou hadſt loſt. P. 47 

Can any Ranter talk at a madder rate ? Read but Aarth. 5. 
and then believe this wretched affertion if you can : could E, 
Pas! be of his mind when he ſaid, Rom, 2. 13. not the hea- 
rers of the Law are juſt before God, but the Doers of the 
Law ſhall be juſtified ? 


17. He faith, that. iy Heaven there ſhall not be in ua only 4 
likeneſs to, but the very nature of God. P. 63 

For this he cites (as hath been ſhewed ) that of the Apoſtle, 
Heirs of God, That is Heirs of his natzre or /ubftance. 
Here is Blaſphemy with a witneſs ! 


18. He ſaith, the diftates of humane nature are never urged 
inthe New Teſtament, but in order to ſhew men they have for- 
gotten to att as men, | P. 72. 

That is, they are not urged that they may be obeyed, and 
yet almoit a// the precepts of the Goſpel are haares of 


'kumane nature, He himſelf faith ſomewhere, that truſt i; 


God is one, and ſo are love to God and our neighbour, humility, 
meekneſs, patience, purity, &c. all ſuch, as we aretold are 
our duty by the dictates of nature, Never did wicked crea- 
ture more imduſiriouſly ſet himſelf to make the Goſpel pre- 
cepts mere inſignificant and vain things, 


19. Whereas Chriſt js called a Prince and a Saviour, he 
thas interprets it, that is 4 Prince as 4 Saviour, becanſe the 
| righteouſneſs 


in Anſwer to a Lay-Preachber, 


righteouſneſs by which he ſaves, beareth rule in Heaves ani 
Earth, 7 
I want words to expreſs ry amazement at, and PIP <-l 
of his, as ſenſeleſs as wicked pervertirg this place, to make 
it favour his Ranting doctrine, Thus Reader thouſeeſt he is 
as good at abuſing and wreſting of Scripture as of Mr. F's 
words ; God grant that his timely repentarce may prevent his 
doing it to his own deltruction. 

20. He faith, that the obedience or inclination to obedience 
that is, before faith, or the underſtanding of the Goſpel, is ſo 
far from being an excellent preparative, or goed qualification for 
faith, and the knawleage of the Gefpe!, that in its own nature, 
which 1s more than 1n its conſequences, it is a great obſtruttion 
thereunts, | Pp. 96 

Still like himſelf, a bleſſed faith, thar mult be in the mean 
time that is obſtructed by a readineſs to obey whatſoever God 
reveals; and would the Reader fee what his Faith is, let him 
£0 back to page 17, of his book , there (as hath been ſh:wn.) 

21. He ſaith, God hath forgiven him that is enabled to believe, 
_ (andwhat is it with him to believe? he tells you in the next 

words ) that is to truſt to,and venture the Eternal concerns of his 
. Soul upon the righteouſneſs, that is no where ts be found but #1 
the perſon of the ſon of God. P. 17 
This is 44, and as much as any one can expect from him, 


"22, He ſaith, that for a man to confine himſelf only to the 


life of the Lord Feſus for an example, or to think, it enough to 
make him in his life a pattern for us to follow, leaveth us through 
onr ſhortneſs in the end, with the Devil and his Angels, for want 
of faith in the dottrine of Remiſſion of Sins, +4. þ.68 

1. How ſottiſh is this Ranter ? For faith in Chriſt and his 
whole Goſpel is enjoyned as a means to bring usto the bleſſed 


ſtate of likeneſs to him, as is fully proved in the Delign of _ 
Chriſtianity ; and we may not once ſuppoſe, that we can ob-: - 


tain this likeneſs withour that Faith. 


2. But how deſperately wicked is it likewiſe ? as if a man 


may be damned that is exactly like Chriit, and hath all that 
done in him,for the ſake of which, Faith in Chriic1s w_—_— 
| «= at 
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Dirt wip't off, 
That is. is enabled from holy. principles to perform all holy obe. 


dience,But this is ar.other diſcovery of his wickedneſs in ton- 
temning #ral Righteouſneſs, and advancing only imprrative; 


| and I never knew a brutiſh creature do it lixe him, Nay, he can- 


not forbear ſomewhere in his book ro ſpeak contemptuouſly 
of our Saviours life,in aſſerting that Mr. F, hath given a mere 
heatheniſh account of it, where he (as is to be ſeen in the be- 
ginning of this Pamphlet ) gives the four Evargelifts account 
of it. % aſſure the Reader, that this I have read in his Book, 
but T do not now remember the page. 

Obſerve, that I do not call theſe, rwo and twenty aotFrizex, 
nor yet diſt5utt aſſertions, for I have not (nor will T) fo much 
trouble my ſelt about them, as ro conſider ro how many or 
few heads they may be reduced ; the mere tranſcribing them 
maſt needs be trouble and diſcompoſure enough to any man, 
that hath the leaſt affeRion ſor the Goſpel of Chriſt and true 
goodneſs, I could preſefit not a few more, but never was horſe 
more tired ata mill than I am at this work : and1I aſſure the 
Reader, as I ſhall anſwer it at the great day, that I have been 
moſt ſeverely juſt to him in this Catalogue, as he may quickly 
ſee, ſo far have I been from dealing with his Sayings, as tis 
thewn he hath dealt with Mr, Fowler. wo 

And now I conjure the followers of him and his Brethren, 
45 they have any the /eaft regard for their Souls, that for the 
turure they abandon them, as thoſe that feed their hearers with 
the deadlieſt poiſon inſtead of the (ineere milk of the word, 
and the moſt wholeſome food of the Goſpel of Chriſt : I fayT 
conjure them ro avoid ſ#ch, as they will Anſwer it at the dread- 
ful day of our Saviours appearins with ten thouſand of his . 
Saints to execute judgment. upon all, and to corivince all that 
are ungodly of all their ungodly deeds which they have ungod- 
lily committed .and of all the hard ſpeeches which ungodly ſin- 


. ners have ſpoken againlt him, againſt the bleſſed dorines of 


his Glorious Goſpel, and his faithful minifters. And now I 
will prefent youwith anther Catalogue of the hard ſpecches 
of this man, of whom wherher he be one of St. ?udes ungodly 
Sinners or no, the Reader is by this time well able to judge,or 


_ leaſt will be anon. 


in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. 


A Catalogue of ſome of John Bunyan's borrible Re- 


vilings, and moſt Abominable Scurrilities. 


I, © the Title'page he tells us, that the deſign of Mr, F's. 
Book 15 proved to be nothjig more than to trample wnder 
foor the blood of - the Sou of God, and the Idoliztng of man's ow 
Righteouſneſs : eAvnd that be falls in with Quakers and Roma- 
nilts againſt the Articles of the (hurch of England. 
2. He tells Mr. F. that he hath vilely expoſed the rottenneſs 
of his heart iz Principles Diametrically oppoſite to the ſimplicity 
of the Goſpel, and calls the Doctrine of his Book, oper 


Blaſphemy. Page 1, 
3. With the graces of the Spirit of God you have nothing to 
. P.3. 


4. Here are pure diftates of a brutilh beaſtly man, chat 
neither knows himſelf, nor ane tittle of the word of Ged. P.5. 
5. Whatſoever 6s bronght ( in your book,, ) and arged for 
the proof of this yaur deſcription of holiveſs, it ts but the abuſe 


of Chriſt, &c, P.17, 
6, Why ſtoald this Thief, &c, P29. 
7. How far of this mans Dotlrize 4s, of Sinning againſt the 

Holy Ghoſt, let him that is wiſe conſiaer, ibid, 
8, -— Spit jour intended venome at Chriſt. p.31. 


9. 1n all you' have yet aſſerted, you have ſbewed no other 


wiſdom than of a Heathen, -or of one that 5s ſbort even of a 


wovice of the Goſpel, P.35, 
10. — Sundry and damnable errors that likes Vename -arop 
| from jour pen. as 44s Did; 
11. You have in this your diſcourſe, put an unſufferable 
affront upon the Son of God, in making all his life and comver- 
ſation to center and terminate inthe holine/s we bad loſt, P43. 
12. «About all theſe thiags you are heatheniſhly dark ; there 
hath not in theſe 150. pages one Gofpel Tryith been Chriſtianly 
handled by jou. | | | | | 
13. #hat man that ever had read, or aſſemed to the Gaſpch 
ar 
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 Ged, the reſt is torn ont. 


Dirt wip't off, 

but would have ſpokgn more honourably ef Chriſt than you have 
doue ? . Ibid, 
14. All this Villany againſt ( I ſuppoſe it 1s ) the Son of 
P.77: 

15. This is no other than barbarous Quakeriſm, ibid. 
16. eAMll others like your ſelf being fearful and unbelieving, 
deſpiſe it,and wonder and periſh. Rev.20.8.As 13,40,41. p.80. 
17. Having broken the Head of jour Leviathan. p.85 


-= _ 1B. Tour great Oneſtion by mhich you would have all how 


make judgment of their Saveable or damnable eſtate, p. 236. is, 
according toyour deſcription of things, moſt Devilith and de- 
{trucive. p.88. 

Reader, this is Mr. Fowlers great Queſtion he refers to - 
Am I ſincerely willing to obey my Creator and Redeemer in all 
things, ? Do I entertain noluſt in my breaſt ? Do I heartily en- 
deavour to have a right unaerſtandin f the holy Scriptures, 
and chiefly of the Goſpel, in order to & ettering of my ſoul by 


4 


them, and the direftion of my life and attions according tothem?. 


19, He calls the Miniſters of the Church of England, T he 
whole Gang of our Rabling Counterfeit Clergy, who generally 
like the ay wh ly blowing up the glory and applanſe of our Trum- 
pery ; and like the Tail, with fooliſh and ſophiſtical argnings 
cover the filthy parts thereof, See allo p. 73. | P.90. 


_ I now appealto Amthority, whether this man ought to en- 
ing ſatisfied with his own liberty, that he falls thus fo»ly 
upon not only one Miniſter q the Church of England, and 4 
Book licenſed by Authority, but alſo upon all rhe Minifters of 


the Church together, and likewiſe the Diſcipline and Rites eſta- 


bliſh't? and whether the letting ſuch Fire-brayds, and moſt 
:1mpudent malicious Schiſmaticks go unpuniſh't,doth not tend 
to the ſubverſion of all Government.” I ſay, let our Speri- 

exrs judge of this, 
20.Bur to proceed, he ſaith thus of the Deſign of Chriſtianiry ; 
From the beginning to the end, from the top to the bottom it is 
4 <1-ſed blaſphemons book, a book that more vilifies K+ 
\ (rift, 


oy any intereſt in his Majeſties Toleration, who is ſo far from 
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Chriſt, than many of the Quakers themſelves,  P.92. 
; 21. Had you joyned here with ſuch as vilifie and trample 
pox the bloud of the Lord Feſms, preferring the Snivel of their 
own Brains before him, you hag herein but drawn your own 
picture, and given your Reader an Emblem of your ſelf. P.93 
22, tell you again, that your ſelf is me of them, that have 
cloſely, privily aud Deviliſhly, by your book,, turned the Grace 
of our God into a laſcivious Doitrine, beſpattering it with giving 
liberty to looſneſs, and the hardning of the ungodly in wickeane(s , 
wherein if you perſiſt, I ſhall not Fai ( may 1 live and huow it 
and be helped of God ( he ſhould have faid of the Devil ) ro ao 


it ) to diſcover Jet farther the rottennels of your Dotrine, with Py 
s' Kkbe acenrſed tendencies thereof, _ P.99. V/ 
3 [ Here's a Rabſpakeh | But with what brow can this wicked  * 
| man thus accuſe Mr. F's. book, when his own Conſcience c 


muſt needs tell him, that the o»/y thing that makes him thus 
Spit his venome at it, is, that it's deſign is to take away all 
ſhadow of pretence for his filthy libertiniſm and mad licen- ; 
tious principles? And as to.his Threat,I will only ſay; Do _ © 
thy worſt thou fierce and fiery Bedlam, and perſiſt in treaſuring 
up to thy ſelf wrath againſt the day of wrath, aud the revela- 

; tion of the Righteous judgment of God, But know that all thy 

wicked attempts againſt that Book ( that all good men have a moſt ; | 

hearty and aff eftionate kindneſs for, ) .or againſt the Author of | : 
it ; and ſuch like books and men can be no more regarded by | 
people of but common ſenſe and honeſty, than are the Ravings of 
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a perfet mad man. OR 

Bur I have not yet done with his Raylings, though I ſhall = 
preſent the Reader but with a few in compariſon of thoſe I \ we 
can. " 


23. Hecalls Mr. F's. dofrines his filthy errors, compiled 
: and foifted into the world, by his deviliſh deſign to promote Pa- "FA 
ganiſm againft Chriſtianity. p. 265, 266. P.96. Þ 
24. No man (procecds he) is more brutiſh or Heatheniſh,zor BY 
ſowaid of [atisfattion. aboxt it, ( that is the truth of the Go- | T5: 
ſpel ) nor more involved in error concerning it,: than your. ſelf ; | FE 

ino ! 
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Dirt wip't off, 

being 1. Groſly ignorant, 2.T oo highly opinionate, 3. Proud in 

—_—_ 4. Liconriſhs, 5. 4 ſelf-lover, 6, «And for your 
aſphemy wnder the juſt judgment of God. REPS - me, 

25, To Mr. Fowlers ca vg theſe the Divine perfe&tions, 
viz. 7ufticcand Righteouſnels, wiverſal Charity, Goodneſs, 
Mercy, Patience, and all kinds of Parity , He faith, To call 
theſe the divine perfettions, when they are only your own humane 
virtnes beſpeaks you Fondgmpions,and Idolatrons,&c. p.104. 

26. He faith, The way of Salvation, or the Defign of Chri- 
ftianity as preſcribed by you, 1s none other than theerrors of = 
own Brain, the way of death, the ſum and heart of Papilti ; 
Quakeriſm,a»d is quite denied by the Lord 7eſus, and by his 
Bleſſed T eſtament, _ P.109. 

Once more he ſaith, : 

27. 1 admoniſh my Reader to tremble at the blaſphemy of your 
book ; and account the whole defign therein to be none other, but 
that of an enemy to the Son of God, and ſalvation of the 
world. | _ Þ.I10. 

And Tadmoniſh my Reader to tremble at that Religion, 
that incourapeth ſuch a moſt Hellifh and Devillih-Spirit ; that 
gives mens Pens and T owpnes leave to be {uch nnraly evils, and 

even helps to fill them with the moſt deadly poiſon, That puts 
irs profeffors upon thus perfecuting Chriſt's Miniſters for 
RIGHT EOUSNES fake, for the ſake of inward and 
real Righteonſneſs, without which nothing can commend a 
ory, wo. ler wretched Hypocrites think never ſo deſpicab/ 
and baſely of it, and inveigh never ſo wvilainouſly agai 

thoſe that promote it, | 


Thus thou haſt ſeen, Reader, how this Raging wave ( like 
his fellows in S. 74de ) fometh out his own ſhame. And let 
him take for an-anſwer to all, the ſame that was given to his 
Great Mafter (that harh affiſted him in this Employment ) 


by Michael the Arch-Angel, Fade g. 


But one word more to this fad obje& of pity, and then 
I ſhall have dove with him : If your Pride and Stomack will 
not 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. 


not ſuffer you to make now an acknowledgemert of your moſt 
| wicked behaviour towards Mr. F. and his Treatiſe, as open 
and publick, as you have made your $iz; do not ſo cheat your 
own Soul, as to hope for forgiveneſs upon any account what- 
ſocver at the hands of God : which God for Chriſt's ſake,by 
fur qualifying yon for it, beſtow upon you. Amen. 


| 


7 


| Av AbſtreF of ſeveral of the Excellent: Propoſitions , 

| contained in that Tra# of Mi'Baxter's; wherein (/ 

s þ he hath defended Mr. Fowlers Deſign of Chri- | 
ſtianity. | 


| His 27th, Propoſition.  i- | 
He Sum of Holineſs und Morality, which is all one,” is 
the Love of God as God, ( including abſolute Reſig- 
nation and ſubjeion ) and the love of manand all things for 
God appearing in them, and ſerved by them. 


His 50. 


Nothing is more fure in Chriſtianity, than that Chriit came 
imo the world xo feck, and to ſave that which was loſt ; and | 
tobring home; ſtraying Prodigals,to God, and 0 deſtroy 
the love and-obedience of his Maker, . and to care hira of his Os 4 wo 
worldly love, And ſo that Holineſs or the loye-of- God, 15 | [ 
the ps for our Redemption, and our Faith, I 


L 


# 


74. Dirt wip't of, 


Part of his 51,52, 53. 


We are pardoned what is paſt, that love may make us ſin 
fo no more ; and juſtification is-an antecedent means to our 
fuller Holineſs and obedience to God, ( which I have largely 
opened in my Confeſſion of Faith. ) 

It is certain that juſtification and Sanftification go on hand 
in hand together, and it is a notorious error of ſuch as ſay, 
that juſtification 1s perfe& as ſoon as it begins, 

And it is certain that San&ification, as it is the work of 
God, is one part of the executive pardon of our fins ; be- 
cauſe it-is the raking: off -of a very great penalty, which 15 the 
.privation of the Spitirof Grace. + ++ + TIM 


His 54. 


Nothing is more injurious to Chriſt, than to feignthar he 
is a Patron of Sin, .or came to excuſe men by free juſtification 
from obedience to their Creators law of Nature, or to make : 
ſin leſs odious to Mankind ; "ſeeing he dyed to redeem us from f 
all ' iniquity, and to purike to himlelf a peculiar people zea- 
lous of good works, | 


'His 55. 


And it is an i»tolerable Blaiphemy againſt God, to imagine 
that Chriſt came te make the Divine Nature more friendly 
or reconciledble to fin, or to love complacentially an ungodly 
perſon, as if he were Godly,' as being ſuch by rhe impura- 
rion-of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ro him, and to repute any 
man'to be what he is not to take a wicked manfor a Saint, 
becauſe that Chriſt' was holy for him : whatever malicious 
Papiſts ſay, the Proteſtants abhor ſuch DoQrine, ( There- 
fore John Bunyan ; no Proteſtant. ) 


A His 
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in Anſwer to a Lay-Preacher. _ 75 


His 56. 


And as far are we from believing that Chriſt was a ſinner, 
or that Godever ſuppoſed him to be a Sinner, or hated or 
puniſhed him as a Sinner; or that ever oxy {in did really 
become hz ſin, or that God reputed it fo to have been, For 
no falſe judgment can belong to God, 


Part of his 57, and 58. 


But we believe that Chriſt dyed for our ſins, as a Sacrifice, e/ 
Ranſom, Propitiation, Atronement, Cc. 
| And though we believe not, that God doth judge us to 
have done all the Righteouſneſs that Chriſt did; nor to have 
poſſeſſed the ſame individual Righteouſneſs that Chriſt had, 
( for God nevererreth ) nor accounteth us as Righteous as | | 
Chriſt himſelf, nor yet uſeth us 1n all reſpects as he would | 
have done, if we had been as Righteous as Chriſt himſelf; | 
F nordo we think it a thing poſſible, that the ſame individual 
Righteouſneſs that was in Chriſt ( being an argond can be : 
in itſelf and really given to us, and made ours : yet do we bes 
lieve that his habitual perfection, with his active Rightevuſ- F 
neſs and his Sacrifice or Sufferings, all ſer together, and ad- ; 
vanced in value by their conjunction with his Divine Righte- : 
ouſneſs, were the true, meritorious, procuring cauſe of our 
Pardon, Juftification, Adoption, Sanctihcation, and Salvati- 
on,c, And thus Chriſt's Righteouſneſs is imputed and given 
tous; not immediately in it ſelf, but 1a the effects and truits. 
As a Ranſome is ſaid to be given to a Captive, becauſe it is 
given for him, though ſtrictly the Ranſome is given to ano- 
ther, and only the frairs of it to him. 


Dirt wip't off, 
His 59, 


Thoſe Ignorant, Self-conceited, Contentious Teachers, 
that ſeek the reputation of Orthodox zeal inthe things which 
they never underſtood, and inſtead of clear apprekending 
found Scripture-do&rine, and plainly expounding it to the 
Church, do rake on traſt and for company, falſe or infignifi- 
cant confounding notions, and proudly make them the inſtru- 
ments of their furious Cenſures and revilings, and of dividing 
the Church by raiſing flanders againſt thoſe that preſume to be 
wiſer than they ; and ſo by back-biting tell their hearers, how 
erroneous and dangerous this and that man's dodtrine is, be- 
cauſe they never had wiſdom, ſtudy, and patience to under- 
ſtand ft , ſuch I ſay are the menthat in all ages have been the 
Fire-braxds in the Church, and zealonſly promoted Chriſt's 
Kingdom by dividing ir, and will hardly ever have peace 
here theraſelves, nor endure their Brethrens or the Churches 
Peace. ies | | 


His 65. 


Thoſe Churches eſpecially that lament the laps of Diſci- 
pline, and the confounding of the holy and profane ; and 
thoſe that are conſtituted by unwarrantable Scrutinies after 
the holineſs of Members, beyond the reſt :that was appointed 
by Chriſt, ſhould not diſhonour themſelves, nor bring their 
docrine or perſons into ſuſpicion by being the haſty Cen- 
ſurers and condemners of fuch writings, as drive harder for 
the promoting of holineſs than themſelves. | 


His 67, 


He knoweth not the hurtful miſcarriages of our times, 
"who knoweth not what the miſtaken notions abuut auf, por 


hath 
been 


have-done againſt free-grare it ſelf, and how the Goſpe 


 #n Anfwer to a Lay-Preacher. 
been ſupplanted, by an erroneous crying up the Goſpel, and 
crying down the Law , and how juſttheation hath been abuſed 


by mens ſeeming to extol it, andfandtification injured by ſuch - 


pretexts, And he that with one eye looks 0n that diſeale and 
its effets, and with the other looks on the Book you tell me 
of ( viz, The Deſign of Chriſtianity) and ſuch like, will 
quickly ſee what Sore this Plaifter was provided for, and how 
much excellent matter there is in it, which the aforeſaid Per- 


fous and diſeaſes need. - -  - 
Part of his 69. 


 Andasto Mr, Fowlers CoufeQaries (or Hyferexces ) ch.20. 
22, 23, What. would. you wiſh more accommodate to. an ho- 
ne{tconcord, ( which is our firengihand beauty } and to the 
healing of deforming and deſixoying abuſes; than the praQti- 
ling the motion, that our union be placed' in things neceffary 
to holineſs, &c, | 
Whoſe judgment Readey,: daft thou think is to be preferred 

concerning theſe Inferences, whether his worthy able Divine, 

or poor ].Bs, ( who wakes 4 very. Twrk of Ar. Fowler 
upon the account of them?) _ 


Part of his laſt Propoſition. 


To conclude, undoubtedly Holine{s 35 the life and beauty 
of the. Soul ; The Spirit-of Holineſs 1s Chriſt's agent to do 
his work in us, and our. Pledg and earneſt and firit Frwt of 
Heaven : Ir is Chriſt's work, and. ſubordinately» ours, to 
cleanſe us from all filthineſs of fleſh and Spirit, &c, Chriſt, 
the Spirit, the Word, the Miniſtry, mercies, afflitions, and 
| all things areto bring home our hearts tro God, and to work 
rogether for our good, by making us partakers of his Holt- 
. neſs. Our Holineſs is eur Love of God who is molt holy : 
And our Love of and - xeceptiqn of his Love, is our 


Heaven and ever lappineſs,  - 
w_ ; Thus 
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Dirt wip't off, &c, 
Thus thou ſeeft, Reader, that if Mr. Fowler be ſo Deviliſh 


a wretch as 7.B. makes him, this Learned Divine may 
ſhake hands with him, | 


Matt. 23, 16, 24, 26, 27, 28. 


Wo #nto you ye blind guides which train at 4 guat and ſwallow 
a Camel, ; ; | 

- T hon blind Phariſee, cleanſe firſt that which is within the 
Cup and: Platter, that the outfide of them may be clean alſo, 

- Wo unto you Scribes and Phariſees, hypocrites, &c, Te ont- 
waraly appear righteous unto men, but within ye are full of 
H noarifs and Iniquity. 


| Matt, 15. 14. 


And if the blind lead the blind, both ſhall fall intothe ditch, 
2 Tim. 3.8.9. _ 


Now as Jannes and Jambres withſtood Moſes, fo do theſe 
alſo refit the truth > Men of corrupt minds, reprobate concern- 
ing the Faith. But they ſhall proceed no further : for their 
folly ſhall be manifeſt unto all men, as theirs alſo was. Read 
alſo the foregoing verſes. © =P 


'. THE END. 
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